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A  Short  View  of  the  Frauds  and  Abufes  com¬ 
mitted  by  Apothecaries,  as  well  in  Relation  to 
Patients,  as  Phyficians ;  and  of  the  only  re¬ 
medy  thereof  by  Phyficians  making  their  own 
Medicines. 

DOubtlefsit  will  feem  ftrange  to  moftmen, 

that  after  30  years  not  un(ucce(sful  pra¬ 
ctice  in  this  great  City,  I  fhould  now  at 
laft  forbear  (ending  my  Bills  to  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  knowing  that  hereby  a  whole 
Company  of  men  interefled  in  the  World  (who  by 
their  number,  noife,  and  tricks,  may  be  able  to  decry 
any  Thyfician )  will  become  my  implacable  ad  verfaries, 
and  by  their  private  whifpers  of  untrue  tales,  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  their  utmoft,  either  to  keep  me  from  any 
new,  or  (huffle  me  out  of  my  fixt  imployment.  But 
not  fearing  the  utmoft  their  malice  can  invent,  or  pro¬ 
claim  h  I  (hall  publickly  aflert  what  I  privately  pra- 
ftife,  preferring  the  publick  good,  and  the  honour  of 
my  profeffion  before  my  own  private  profit.  And  al¬ 
though  F  have  had  (bme  experience  what  their 
groundlels  anger  can  do,  when  they  (bme  years  fince 
proclaimed  me  in  their  publick  Hall  their  Enemy,  for 
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aftine  the  College  Intereft,  and  of  late  for  laving  my 
Patients  lives  and  purfes,  by  dilpencmg  gratis  my  Me¬ 
dicines.  Yet  I  hope  no  indifferent  per  (on  5  when  he 
knows  that  I  have  thus  long  flighted  their  weak  endea¬ 
vours,  will  believe  I  can  now  at  length  have  fo  poor  an 
end  as  revenge  ,  efpecially  when  they  fhall  conlidei 
on  the  one  hand,  the  univerfal  and  daily  complaints 
of  both  Patient  and  Phjifiaan,  the  great  caufe  they 
have  to  do  fo,  and  the  little  hope  of  a  remedy  ,  and 
on  the  other,  befides  that  general  obligation  all  men 
have  of  doing  their  Country-men  good,  and  tn.  par¬ 
ticular  necefffty  I  have  of  juftifymg  my  actions,  by 
leaving  the  World  their  judg  upon  the  account  I 
(hall  here  deliver  of  them.  And  laftly,  that  which  will 
leave  my  Enemies  not  any  obje&ion,  I  take  upon  me 
not  only  a  great  trouble,  but  charge  without  any 
other  defignthen  doing  mankind  good,  by  e^eavoui- 
S  to  re  ft  ore  my  profeffion  to  its  ancient  and  deferred 
honours.  And  had  I  none  of  thefe  inducements,  I  am 
fare  the  vulgar  excufe  of  friends  importunities  may  be 
fatisfaftory  fo  all  perfons  for  my  publiftnng  what  I  here 
do  when  1  mud  acknowledge  that  many  of  my  Co 
leguesand  other  Praftifers  in feveral  parts,  upon  read- 
in!  thefe  papers  furmfhed  me  not  only  with  fome  bad 
practices  of  their  own  experience,  but  thereupon  en- 
Lyned  the  publiflling  of  them.  So  that  in  thefe  papers 

I  do  but  fpeak  the  common  language  of  3 j 1  ^frauds 
andof  very  many  Patients.  Neither  are  all  their  trau 
and  abufes  here  inferted,  the  reft  (perhaps  more  in 
number)  being  referved  to  another  opportuni  y. 
ftiall  only  add  by  way  of  preface;  that  the  laft  year  a 
Book  was  printed  on  the  fame  argument,  by  an  inqui- 


fitive  perform  now  Dr.  in  Phyfic,  which  might  have 
fpared  me  this  labour,  but  that  it  was  too  large  for  eve¬ 
ry  ones  reading,  and  in  fome  things  fhort.  It  was  his 
fate  to  be  called  by  them  Fool ,  Ajs>  and  simple  Fellow , 
and  much  worfe  language,  bragging  that  fome  of  their 
Boys  fhould  anfwer  him.  But  upon  more  ferious 
thoughts,  the  whole  Company  have  fufFereditto  find 
the  credit  it  well  deferves,  without  the  lead  reply  but 
that  of  revilings. 

In  thefe  enfuing papers,  Ihopetoprove,  that  thefe 
abufes  complaint  of  by  all  forts  of  perfons,  arife  from 
this  only  caufe,  that  Phydcians  difpence  not  themfolves 
fuch  Medicines,  they  ufe  for  the  relief  of  their  Patients^ 
but  commit  this  work  to  the  Apothecaries ,  or  rather 
their  Servants. 

Now  the  Apothecaries  abufes  generally  relate  either 
to  the  Medicines ,  Patients ,  or  Phydcians  5  which  three 
do  comprehend  all  I  fhall  fiiy  on  this  fubjedh 

But  the  Reader  is  to  take  notice,  that  all  here 
charged  on  the  Apothecaries*  is  not  meant  of  every  (in¬ 
gle  one,  but  of  fome,  or  more  of  them,  and  may  in  a 
fhort  time  in  all  probability  be  verified  of  them  all, 
according  as  their  number,  cajoling  the  ignorant,  and 
bold  daring  in  Phy  fic  increafe. 

But  before  I  defeend  to  particulars,  I  fhall  firft  lay 
down  this  Propodtion>  their  own  confeflion,  and  ip  their 
own  Language,  viz.  That  they  may  be  the  veriejl  Knaves 
in  England.  Becaufe  they  may  put  in  bad  ingredients, 
and  more  or  lefsthen  the  compofition  requires,  thev 
may  fubftitute  one  thing  for  another  $  and  all  this  with¬ 
out  being  detefted,  and  confequently  not  be  punifhed 
for  fuch  mifdemeanors  3  hut  more  especially  in  Medi¬ 
cines 
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cines  for  private  mens ufes,  wherein  they  may  do  what 
they  pleafe  without  the  leaftdifcovery  of  the  Patient, 
and  from  this  general  confeffion  of  theirs,  it  clearly 
follows ,  that  whatfoever  deceit,  covetous  wits  can 
invent,  may  at  leaft  be  fufpected  to  be  ufed  by  them, 
and  whatfoever  is  here  alledged  may  find  eafier 

hS And  Secondly,  Mod  men  wonder  ,  that  this  Cor¬ 
poration ,  being  but  of  few  years  (landing,  and  to  the 
fetting  up  ofwhofe  Trade  fo  fmall  a  Stock  is  neceflary  j 
(hould  live  fo  high,fPend  fo  freely, gain  fo  greatEftates, 
by  their  return  of  fo  little  money  yearly,  which  how 
’tls  done  every  man  may  conceive  to  be  effected  by  the 

following  Artifices.  . 

More  particularly 3  the  Frauds  by  them  committed 
relate  either  to  theit  falfifying  of  Medicines,  or  fe- 
condly,  to  the  number  of  their  Bills,  and  prefcriptions, 
or  thirdly,  to  the  prices  of  them. 

Firjl,  They  ufe  Medicines  quite  contrary  to  the 
prefeription,  Myrtle-leajs  (hewed  the  Cenjors  for  Sena , 
a  Binder  for  a  Purger.  Mujhroms  of  the  Oak,  &c. 
rub’d  over  with  Chalk  for  Agaric, which  Mr.  Evelyn  in 
his  late  publilht  Book  of  Foreft  Trees,  pag.  2/.obferves, 
to  the  great  fcandal  of  Fhyfic  as  he  adds  }  Hcmlocb^Droy- 
:  f  wort  Roots  for  Tseony  Robts,  Poyfonsfor  wholfome  re¬ 
medies  •,  Privet  by  fome, by  others  Dog-berries ,  for  thofe 
of  Spina  Cervina ,  no  Purgers  for  a  ftrong  one.  sheeps 
Lungs  for  Fox  Lungs,  the  Bone  of  an  Oxe  Heart  to rthat 
of  l Stags  Heart,  Damfons  for  Dantajc  Prunes,  Syrup 
of  Lintons,  for  that  of  Citrons,  Eryouy  Roots  for  Me- 

Ch°SeconcUyi  They  falfify  the  grand  Compofitions  of 
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the  London  Difpeufatorj k  It  being  a  common  trade 
with  them  to  buy  unfound,  and  decayed  Simples  of 
fome  Dntggifts ,  and  to  return  them  back  fo  much  of  the 
composition  as  will  pay  for  the  Simples.  Secondly, 
whereas  Apothecaries  are  bound  to  (hew  publickly  to 
the  Cenfirs  of  the  College ,  and  the  Majler  and  Wardens 
of  their  Company,  Alithridate ,  Diafcordium ,  Alkermes , 
&c.  Yet  for  all  this  fome  of  them  privately  make  a 
great  deal  more  of  the  Composition  then  is  (hewed,of 
unfound  Drugs,  and  fome  without  any  view  at  all$ 
others  put  in  the  Scrapings  that  ought  to  be  thrown 
away  s  and  by  thefe  Arts  they  under-fell,and  ruine  one 
another,  felling  the  Compofition  at  a  lower  rate  then 
good  Ingredients  coft  them  5  and  with  thefe  complaints 
they  daily  mutiny  amongO:  themfelves. 

Thirdly ,  *Tis  very  common  for  them  to  load  Medi¬ 
cines  with  Honey,  and  other  cheaper  ingredients,  and 
to  leave  out  in  whole  or  in  part,thofe  of  greater  value } 
viz.  Saffronin  Rtffus  Pills,  and  in  Qxycroceum  Plafter, 
which  latter,  they  colour  of  a  Saffron  colour  with  Tur- 
meric  ^Sander  s^Scc.  Ambergrifem  Alkermes  y  Dia fc  or  ditint 
was  found  by  the  Cenfors  in  their  fearch  made  only  of 
Honey ,  and  Eole-Armeniac.  Which  falfe  compofition 
was  taken  away  by  the  then  Mafter  of  the  Company. 

Such  Chymijis  which  fell  preparations  honeftly  made 
complain,  that  few  Apothecaries  will  go  to  the  prices 
of  them.  Whence  it  corbies  to  pals,  that  moft  ofthe  pre¬ 
parations  found  in  the  Shops  are  fophifticated,  to  the 
great  abufe  of  City  and  Country.  Thefe  abufes  daily 
increafe  fince  the  Cenfors ,  difeouraged  by  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  Empirics  (warming  in  every  Corner ,  have 
omitted  their  wonted  fearches,  being  to  their  lofs  of 
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time,  and  expences  out  of  their  own  Purfes  for  the 
publick  good  only.  Now  fince  the  Chymical  Oyls,  by 
reafon  of  their  great  prices  are  moft  of  them  adulte¬ 
rated,  and  very  few  of  them  right  good,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  hath  been publifhed  on  this  matter,  and  to  leave 
the  buyers  of  them  unexcufable , .  I  fhall  here  add 
briefly  ,  yet  fufficiently  the  ways  to  difcover  thefe 
Cheats.  Firft  for  fweet-fcented  Chymical  Oyls,  viz. 
thofe  of  Cloves ,  Cinnamon ,  and  Saffaphras.  Only  drop 
a  little  of  them  into  fair  water,  and  that  part  which  is 
true  good  will  fink  under  the  water,  but  the  adultera¬ 
ted  part  will  fwim  on  the  top  of  it.  Some  others  draw 
deep  tinftures  from  the  faid  Spices  with  Spirit  of  Wine 
highly  re&ified,  and  fell  them  for  the  Oyls  5  but  thefe 
mix  with  the  water  throughout,  neither  fwimming,  nor 
finking.  Others  more  craftily  digeft  with  the  (aid  tin- 
ftures  fome  of  the  true  Oyls,  which  compound  being 
put  into  water,  will  for  a  time  render  it  white.  Ano¬ 
ther  way  of  fophifticating  is  with  Oyl  of  Turpentine 
mixed  in  great  quantity  with  that  which  is  adultera¬ 
ted  5  You  may  eafily  difcoverthe  Oyl  of  Turpentine , 
by  fetting  it  on  fire,  for  it  yields  abundance  of  ill- 
fcented  fmoak,  with  very  little  favour  of  the  Herb, 
Flour,  or  Seed,  &c.  and  foon  takes  fire.  Tocorreft 
the  ill  fmellof  the  Turpentine ,  they  digeft  it  with,  and 
diftilit  off  with  Spirit  of  Wine.  Thofe  fophifticated 
with  Turpentine ,  fired  in  a  Silver  Spoon  colour  it,  and 
quickly  diffufe  themfel  ves  upon  a  Knife,  or  Paper.  The 
beft  way  to  try  by  firing,  is  to  put  a  drop  or  two  of 
thefe  Oyls  on  the  end  of  a  broad  pointed  Knife,  which 
being  firft  heated,  and  then  thruft  into  a  lighted  Can¬ 
dle  ,  prefently  take  fire  ,  and  break  out  into  a  flame 
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with  much  dark  fmoak  5  but  if  you  will  try  them  in  a 
Spoon,  heat  it  firft  over  a  Candle,  and  then  blow  the 
flame  of  lighted  paper,  or  of  a  Wax  Candle  on  them. 
To  try  the  feent,  blow  out  the  flame  of  the  good  Oyls, 
and  your  fmell  will  foon  difeover  the  ill  (cent  of  the 
Turpentine  from  that  of  the  good  Oy  1.  But  on  the  con- 
trarv,  all  Oyls  drawn  from  Plants  by  diftillation 
hardly  flame,  and  the  flame  foon  goes  out,  and  the 
fmoak  gives  a  full  flavour  of  the  Plant  it  felf,  whereas 
thofe  fophifticated  as  before,  differ  from  the  true  in 
both.  The  lame  Oyls  are  aJfo  fophifticated  with  cheap 
ones  drawn  from  decayed  Oringes ,  and  Limons  5  Your 
fmell  on  firing  will  foon  difeover  thefe  mixtures.  A 
third  way  of  fophifticating  Chymicd  Oyls  is,  by  mix¬ 
ing  with  them  fuch  Oyls  as  are  made  by  expreflion, 
which  are  eafily  difeovered  by  rubbing  them  on  white 
paper,  which  being  held  and  dryed  at  the  fire,  the  chy- 
mical  part  foon  Hyes  away,  and  leaves  the  paper  tran- 
fparent,  looking  no  otherwife  thenoyled  papery  but 
pure  Chymicd  Oyls  totally  fly  away,  leavingthe  pa¬ 
per  white  as  Jtwas  before,  and  not  tranfparent,  and  in 
this  way  Oy  1  of  (weet  Almonds  and  Spike  have  a  great 
fhare.  Asfor  Oyls  drawn  by  Retort^  they  all  of  them 
fmell  foftrongof  the  fire,  that  neither  fmell  nor  tafb 
can  well  difeover  any  fraud  in  them.  Now  for  the 
fixed  Salts ,  moft  of  them  are  made  of  the  Afhcs  of 
Tobacco-ftdky ,  &c.  More  might  be  faid  for  the  difeo- 
very  of  the  Cheats  of  other  Chymical  preparations, 
which  (hall  be  referved  to  another  opportunity,  and 
had  Phyficians  juft  encouragement,  they  would  (pend 
both  their  time  and  moneys  on  the  like  difcovcrics  for 
the  publick  Utility. 
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Fifthly,  Add  to  the  former  ( though  perhaps  'tis  an 
error  of  ignorance  only)  that  if  fuch  Simples  are  pre¬ 
ferred  they  know  not,  they  fetch  from  the  Herb-wo¬ 
men  what  they  give  them,  true  or  fa  1  fe  5  for  many  of 
thefe  Women  give  to  very  many  Plants  falfe  names  5 
Now  if  the  Apothecary  be  focarefulto  confultan  Her¬ 
bal,  which  few  have,  and  fewer  know  how  to  make  ufe 
of>yet  they  too  frequently  miftake  the  thing  by  reafon 
of  feveral  names  given  to  the  fame  thing, orof  one  name 
to  feveral  things,  and  many  of  them  confult  the  com¬ 
mon  Dictionaries  only,  which  are  mod  erroneous  in 
the  names  of  natural  things  5  infomuchthatin  my  firft 
praftice  ("being  curious  of  thefe  particulars)  I  have 
found  two  or  three  miftakes  in  one  pre(cription,a  Cata¬ 
logue  of  which  miftakes,  and  names  ill  given,  I  had 
collefted,  but  the  late  fire  eonfumed  it,  though  many 
of  them  my  memory  hath  refer  ved. 

Sixthly ,  Many  of  the  London,  and  mod  of  the  Coun¬ 
try-Apothecaries,  buy  of  the  whole-fale  men ,  who 
affirm  of  one  another,  efpecially  of  fuch  who  gain 
great  Eftates  in  fhorttime,  that  they  cannot  fell  their 
Medicines  honeftly  made  at*  to  low  a  rate  as  they 
do. 

Seventhly ,  I  fhall  need  to  fay  little  of  fuch  di (lilted 
ivaters ,  as  difeover  themfelves  neither  to  fmell,  nor 
taft,but  fhall  only  recite  a  known  Story  oC  m  Apothe¬ 
cary,  who  chid  his  man  for  fending  away  a  Cuftomer 
that  came  for  TlanHn  water ,  telling  him  there  was 
enough  at  the  Pump. 

Eighthly ,  As  for  Ointments, and  Ptajlers ,  they  are  fold 
by  tome  at  fo  low  a  price,  7>iz.  3  d.  perl .  Cot  Ointments, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  that  his  not  pollible  to  make 


<1 


them  at,  and  yet  fuch  however  falfifyed  maintain  a 
trade  amongft  Country,  and  low-priced  City -Apothe¬ 
caries,  and  the  Chirnrgeons  profefs  they  cannot  effeft 
their  Cures  with  the  Shop-Medicines,  and  that  this  is 
-  the  reafon  why  they  make  their  own  Oyls ,  Oy  fitments. , 
See.  as  the  Apothecaries  Charter  allows  them  to  clo  , 
and  why  may  not  Fhyficians  think  this  to  be  the  caufe 
why  they  fometimes  fail  in  their  Cures,  as  well  as  chi - 
rargeons  .<?  and  alio  make  their  own  Medicines  as  well 
as  they,  efpecially  fince  the  Apothecary  may  as  eafily 
falfify,  and  to  greater  profit  in  the  one,  then  in  the 
other  F 

Ninthly ,  As  to  their  ufe  of  Rid  dr  decayed  Drugs , 
Vis  fo  common  a  praftice  that  I  fhall  need  to  give  but 
one  notorious  inftance  of  it,  and  tistbis$  I  having  oc- 
cafion  to  ufe  fome  Seeds,  fent  for  them  to  a  Seedf- 
mau,  the  Meflenger  defiring  to  have  thofe  of  the  fame 
Year.  TheTradefman  knowing  him  to  live  with  me, 
afked,  if  they  were  for  Phyfical  ufe,  he  replyed  in  the 
affirmative,  whereat  he  prefently  fnewed  him  others, 
which  were  of  6  or  7  years  old  (as  he  confefTed)  aP 
firming  them  to  be  as  good  for  that  ufe  as  the  neweft, 
which  he  fold  only  for  fowing,  and  that  he  kept  the 
others,  though  never  lo  old,  for  the  Apothecaries  only, 
who  ftill  afked  for  them/ buy ingthem  though  20  years' 
old,  not  regarding  if  they  were  decayed  and  wholy 
effete  (for  no  Seed  will  preferve  its  vegetative  faculty* 
above  7  years  much  lefs  its  Phyfical)  fiothey  could  but 
have  them  cheap.  Befides  their  pretty  knacks  (as 
they  call  them)  of  making  their  Compounds  fair  to 
the  eye,  more  vendible,  butworfe  for  ufe,  by  re¬ 
storing  them  to  their  colour-  and  confidence ,  that 
'  •  *  they 


they  may  pafs  for  good  ,  which  perhaps  ’tis  better 
to  pafs  over  in  filence,  left  by  confuting  I  ftiould 
teach  the  younger  Fry,  who  may  better  be  honeftly 
ignorant  of  them.  Now  for  their  fubftituting  one 
thing  for  another,  and  detracting  where  they  pleafe, 

I  (hall  add  but  one  Story  of  an  Apothecary  ^  who  com¬ 
manded  his  man  (who  told  Jnim  they  had  no  good 
Rhabarb  in  the  houfe)  that  he  (hould  put  in  dou¬ 
ble  quantity  of  what  they  had.  Nay  I  have  known 
one  fimple  of  a  quite  different  nature  ufed  for  a  whole 
compofition. 

Tenthly ,  I  fhall  conclude  this  ungrateful  Difcourfe, 
with  laying  that  by  reafon  more  frauds  may  be  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Apothecaries ,  then  by  any  other  Trade, 
and  by  fuppofition  that  gain  will  tempt  moft  men  to 
difhoneft  addons,  efpecially  where  they  may  adtundif- 
covered ,  I  fay,  that  this  leems  to  be  the  caufe  why 
they  have  two  Superviffors  fet  over  them  more  then 
any  Company  that  I  know  of,  viz.  the  CcnjZrs  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians ,  and  the  Afajler  and  Wardens  of 
their  own  Company. 

The  next  thing  is  the  inlarging  and  multiplying 
their  Bills  and  Medicines. 

Firjl ,  When  in  Chronical  Difeafes  a  Thyfician  is 
confulted,  they  go  on  of  their  own  heads  with  the 
fame  prefeription,  frequently  enough  to  the  Patients 
great  difadvantage,  both  of  health  and  pur(e. 

Secondly ,  By  giving  and  intermixing  Medicines  of 
their  own  Phancy,  with  the  Thyjicians  preferiptions, 
viz .  fome  pleafing  Medicine,  whereby  too  often  the 
Physicians  intention  is  quite  croft,  and  the  effedt  made 
uncertain,  and  hazardous. 

Thirdly , 


Thirdly,  By  giving  Medicines  themfelves  on  (mall 
accounts,  and  fuch  as  reouire  only  a  good  ordering- 
and  no  more.  ' 

Fourthly ,  By  repeating  Iongcourfes  of  %/?cunad- 
viledly,  andneedlefly,  when  either  nothing,' or  verv 
little  is  needful  to  be  done. 

Fifthly,  By  creating  difeafes  in  eafie  mens  Phanfies, 
and  fo  decoying  them  into  courfes  of  rhyric. 

Sixthly,  Some  of  them  get  private  and  worthlefs 
receipts,  and  (ell  them  at  what  rate  they  pleafe  5  Mr. 
Delaune  by  one  Pill  alone,  though  not  a  very  (life  one, 
got(omethoufands  of  pounds. 

S eventhly.  If  one  of  them  get  a  private  receipt  from 
a  Phyftcian  called  by  the  inventor  his  Nofirum,  if  ano¬ 
ther  Apothecary  have  occafion  to  ufe  it,  he  (hall  befure 
to  pay  fawcefor  it. 

Eighthly,  Another  trick  is  when  the  Patient  is  cured, 
and  the  Phyftcian  therefore  hath  given  over  his  Vifits, 
then  comes  the  Apothecary  and  infinuates  by  his  words 
and  paflions,  either  (ome  danger  of  relaple,  or  (ome 
other  prefent  diftemper,  and  repairs  to  the  PhyHci.m 
for  a  Bill  to  cure  the  imaginary  dileafe. 

Ninthly,  But  their  principal  Art  of  all  is,  to  cry  up, 
and  bring  in  to  Patients  fuch  Thyficians ,  who  through 
defign  mud  comply  with  the  Apothecaries  filtered,  and 
fuch  Praftifers  they  extol  and  cry  up  for  good  Phyfi- 
cians,  which  fome  of  them  call  more  exprefly  good 
Apothecaries  Phy  ficians,  and  fuch  without  doubt,  the 
whole  Company  will  endeavour  to  raife  unto  a  fame 
and  praffice.  But  fuch  as  write  only  for  the  good  of  the 
Patient,  and  not  at  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Apothecary 
(as  all  honed  men  ought  to  doj  they  will  endea¬ 
vour 
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vour  to  prevent  their  calling  in?  or  to  fhuftle  them 

Now  this  good  Apothecaries:  Fhyfici-un^  they  defcribe 
by  his  frequent  though  needlefs  vifits,  but  efpecially  by 
the  multitude  of  his  Bills,  by  his  vifiting  twice  a  day, 
or  oftner  (a  very  careful  ana  painful  Doff  or)  and  by 
frill  writing  new  Medicines,  when  half  the  former,  or 
perhaps  none  of  them  have  been  taken,  making  an 
Apothecaries  Shop  in  the  Fatiewts  Houle,  planting  the 
Cupboards  and  Windows  with  Glaflfes  and  Gally- 
Fots,  and  not  a  quarter  of  the  whole  made  ufe  of. 
He  prefcribes  a  Medicine  for  every  flight  complaint, 
and  never  goes  away  from  the  Fatiesjt^  or  the  Fatient 
from  him,  without  a  Bill,  for  fear  of  the  Apothecaries 


grumbling.  „  t  .  ,  ...... 

And  from  this  burdening  the  fick  with  multiplicity 

of  Medicines,  too  often  contrary  to,  and  deftrudtive 
one  of  another,  it  proceeds  that  in  the  Small  Fox ,  and 
Meajles ,  many  are  afraid  to  u k  Phjficians,  and  com¬ 
mit  the  care  of  the  lick  to  Nurjes0  and  OldlVomen^  and 
perhaps  fometimes  not  without  caufe,  for  by  continu¬ 
al  multiplication  of  Medicines,  the  humours  of  the 
body  may  be  made,  or  kept  in  too  great  a  ftate  of  flui¬ 
dity,  whence  the  Flox  follow eth.  Whereas  a  Me¬ 
dicine  or  two  duly  adminiftred,  may  fufficeto  bring 
them  well  forth,  and  then  there  needs  no  mere  but 
good  ordering,  unlefs  perhaps  fome  accident  arife, 
which  may  require  further  care.  And  here  as  well  as 
in  other  Cafes,  the  Patient  is  to  be  re&ified,  who  re¬ 
quires  the  Physicians  Vifits ,  and  yet  difmilfeth  him 
without  a  reward,  unlels  he  writes  a  Bill,  whereas  it 

might  have  been  better  if  nothing  at  all  had  been  pre- 
°  fcribed, 
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fcribed,and  the >.  Phyfcian  left  to  his  own  judgment; 
an  hence  it  is  that  many  enlarge  their  Bills,  that  the 
Patient  may  think  he  hath  enough  for  his  money, 
wneieby  th ft  Apothecary  is  gratified,  who  ought  to 
commend  the  Medicines  asneceflary  for  the  fick  per- 
ion,  and  Angular  in  themfelves,  whereas  in  truth  this 
great  farcy  proves  ungrateful  to  the  taftand  ftomach; 
inconvenient  to  health,  by  curing  one  difeafe ,  but 

creating  more;  and  by  this  means  keeping  them  con¬ 
tinually  in  a  way  of  Phyfic. 

A  third abute  of  the  Apothecaries  relates  to  the  pri¬ 
ces  of  their  Medicines ;  firftthey  put  what  rates  they 
pleaie  on  their  Simples,  Compounds,  and  Receipts, 
and  none  are  judges  of  them,  butthofe  of  their  own 
rrade ,  infomuch  that  they  gain  a  1 1  d.  in  the  Shilling, 
if  they  fay  true  of  themfelves.  Whereas  the  Colleges 
of  Phyfctans j beyond  Sea,  yearly  fet  a  tax  upon  the 
Simples,  and  Compounds  of  the  Shops.  So  that  the 
Cuftomer  can  tell  the  price  of  what  he  hath  oc- 
cafion  to  ufe ,  and  not  hand  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Apothecary  to  rate  them  as  he  lifts,  and  to  this  pur- 

P°  e  they  put  in  print  the  prices  of  them  every 
year.  /  J 

Secondly,  Suppofe  a  Phyffcian  hath  preferred  a 
lint  of  juleb,  ecc.  to  be  taken  at  four  feveral  times. 
lome  Apothecaries  carry  not  the  whole  pint  at  once" 
but  divide  it  into  four  parts,  and  carry  but  one  at  a 

°‘  othcr  Medicines,  and  then  will  charge 
their  Bill  for  every  Angle  Potion ,  or  Draught,  as  they 

oug.it  the  whole  Pint;  fo  that  by  this  Art  they  gain 
four  times  as  much  for  the  whole  Medicine  as  in  Con¬ 
fidence  they  ought;  and  a  Juleh,  which  coft  them  fix 

c 

^  pence., 


os; 

pence,  will  berated  at  io,  12,  or  more  Shillings.  But 
perhaps  'tis  fit  they  (hould  be  paid  for  their  created 
Vifitsj  and  for  this  unneceflfary  officioufnefs,  perfons 
of  great  eftates  may  be  contented  to  pay  roundly,  if 
they  pleafe. 

Thirdly,  When  a  Phyfcian  hath  prefcribed  20 
Pills,  feme  of  the  Apothecaries  will  make  30  of  them, 
under  pretence  the  Patient  cannot  (wallow  them  el(e~ 
now'  reckoning  each  Pill  at  a  certain  rate  (as  they 
ufually  doj!  they  gain  a  third  part  more  then  they 

ought.  ; 

Fourthly ,  To  advance  the  prices,  you  (hall  hardly 
ever  fee  a  Bill  without  Eezoar,  or  Pearls  in  it,  to  make 
people  think  them  very  chargeable  5  whereas  fome- 
times  there  is  not  above  a  grain  or  two  of  thefe  dear 
ingredients  in  the  prefeription,  and  a  few  grains  of 
thefe  or  Ambergrifi  doubles  or  trebles  the  prices  of  the 
Medicines,  and  are  fure  never  to  be  omitted  in  their 
Bills,  befides  the  guilding  of  the  Pills,  and  covering 
their  BolujJes ,  and  Ele&uaries  with  Gold  ("which  have 
only  an  imaginary  and  no  real  ufe  in  Medicines  fo 
ufed)  much  inhanfeth  their  prices,  and  a  rich  Cordial 
inferted  exceedingly  advanceth  moil  of  their  Bills ; 
or  if  China  or  any  other  dear  ingredient  be  in  the  re¬ 
ceipt  'tis  not  omitted. 

Fifthly ,  Some  Apothecaries  offer,  and  perhaps  fome 
phyficians  have  taken  prefents  to  help  them  to  Cu- 
ftomers,  which  mud  neceflarily  be  fqueazed  out  ot 
their  higher-rated  Medicines. 

Sixthly ,  I  have  heard  fome  prudent  perfons  com¬ 
plain  of  their  bringing  in  their  Bills  but  once  in  a  year, 
or  two  5  fuppofing  they  made  them  pay  Lombards 

Ufury 
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Ufury  for  their  forbearance.  And  through  this  negleft 
they  fometimes  lofe  their  money ,  and  whether  they 
raife  other  Mens  Bills  to  make  up  thefe  Ioffes,  I  affirm 
not. 

Seventhly^  Another  caufeof  railing  their  prices  is  a 
neceffity  of  keeping  in  their  Shops  fuch  Medicines  as 
arefeldom  ufed,  or  fuch  as  muft  upon  neceffity  decay, 
and  grow  ufelels.  Now  fuppole  they  throw  fuch  away, 
this  reafon  is  good,  but  you  will  find  a  remedy  for 
this  hereafter. 

To  conclude  this  fecond  Complaint.  By  reafon  of 
the  dear  Bills  of  the  Apothecaries ,  many  are  deterred 
from  going  to  the  Phyfician,  and  run  to  common  Mann- 
tebankj ,  and  I  think'  this  to  be  the  reafon  (as  fome 
difabufed perfons  have  confelfed  to  me)why  they  have 
fo  much  cry ed  up  the  abilities  of  Apothecaries  for  pra¬ 
ctice,  becaufe  they  would  fave  their  credit  in  taking 
Phytic  of  them.  St.  Auguftine  candidly  in  his  Book  of 
Confeffions  declares,  that  through  covetoufnefs  he 
repeated  a  courfe  of  Phytic ,  without  confulting  the 
Phy  sician  { who  had  before  cured  him  of  the  famedi- 
feafe)  to  his  greater  charge,  danger  of  his  life,  and 
offence  againft  God. 

Having  done  with  the  Apothecaries  abules  re¬ 
lating  chiefly  to  the  Patients  Health  and  Purfe,  and 
fuch  as  are  willfully  committed  (though  all  of 
them  reflect  on  the  Thydcian')  I  (hall  now  touch  on 
a  few  neglects ,  and  miftakes  proving  often  very 
milchievous. 

Firji,  They  frequently  miftake  the  Phyficians  di¬ 
rections,  which  of  what  dangerous  confequenee  it  is, 
every  one  can  tell. 

C  2  Secondly , 
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Secondly ,  They  carry  a  Medicine  appointed  for 
one  lick  per  fon  to  another. 

Thirdly ,  They  often  negledt  the  fending  of  Medi¬ 
cines  in  due  time,  efpccially  fuchashave  no  Servants^ 
or  but  raw  ones,  when  the  Matter  is  out  of  Town,  or 
upon  long  vifits. 

Having  now  done  with  the  Apothecaries  as  they  re¬ 
late  principally  to  the  fick3  I  fhall  in  the  next  place 
(peak  of  them,  as  they  relate  to  rhyficians ,  and  that 
either  to  the  profefiion  in  general,  or  to  the  particular 
practifers  of  it. 

As  to  the  Phyflcians  in  general,  they  endeavour  to 
extirpate  them,  and  fomehave  been  fo  bold  to  fay. 


dan>  and  to  profefsthey  will  fcramble  with  them  for 


Firji^  They  have  always  endeavoured  and  aimed 


their  intereft  and  rife,  and  that  the  total  fubverfion  of 


liberty  of  practice  on  them,  their  only  priviledg  and 
fubfiftence,  though  they  have  been  offered  all  they 
could  defire  for  the  fecurity  or  their  Trade,  and  legal 
employ  ment,  and  far  beyond  whatfoever  any  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  Apothecaries  in  all,  or  in  any.  for  reign  pari? 


enjoy,  yet  nothing  would  ever  content  them,  but  an 
unlawful,  unreafonablc,  dangerous,  and  deftruftive 
Ufurpation  of  liberty  to  fome  pretended  p  raft  ice,  that 
thereby  they  might  gain  the  whole. 

Secondly ,  They  have  continually  traduced  the  Col¬ 
lege,  and  troubled  them  in  Parliaments ,  at  the  Council - 
Board,  e?v.  to  their  great  charge  and  moleftation. 
And  for  fuch  their  great  demerits  againftthe  College, 
the  King  and  his  Council ,  Anno  1639.  granted  a  ghio 
Warranto  to  the  Attorney  General  (the  Judges  having 
firft  heard  the  whole  matter)  to  take  away  their 
Charter,  which  doubtlefs  had  been  effefted,  had  not 
the  troubles ,  and  long  civil  War  immediately 
enfued. 

Thirdly,  And  in  this  prefent  Parliament,  how  did 
they  endeavour  to  prepoflefs  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  with  Orange,  and  falfe  prejudices 
and  affertions  drawn  from  irrational,  and  groundless 
fuppofitions ,  making  us  the  greateft  Tyrants  in  the 
W orld,  inferring  ridiculouOy  that  a  Lady,  or  Charita¬ 
ble  Gentlewoman  (for  in  that  believing  Sex  they  have 
gain’d  a  great  deal  of  ground  by  their  falfitics)  might 
not  give  the  Poor  a  Cordial,  &c.  without  being  que- 
ftioned  by  the  College  5  whereas  they  know  in  their 
Confidences,  that  the  College  hath  power  enough  by 
their  firft  Charter  to  aft  as  much  in  this  kind  againft 
themfel  ves,  and  all  other  perfons,  as  they  defired  of  this 
prefent  Parliament ,5  And  yet  neither  Apothecary ,  or 
any  other  who  praftifed  charitably,  were  ever  trou¬ 
bled  for  fo  doing.  They  pretended  alfo  they  were 
abridged  wholy  from  their  Trade,  and  might  not  fell 
a  penny-worth  of  Mithridate,  See.  without  a  Dotiors 

Bill, . 
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Bin.  Whereas  there’s  not  a  .word  in  the  Charter  to 
that  purpofe ,  the  foie  intent  whereof  was  to  keep 
them  as  well  as  other  Mountebank^ ,  from  prefcribing 
(which  they  call  felling)  the  Phyjicians  only  lively- 
hood.  And  as  to  the  Bill  it  felf  fo  much  railed  on  by 
them  in  IFefiminjier-Hall^  Cojjee-Houfes  ,  Ale-Houfes^ 
&c.  Jtis  eafie  to  make  it  out,  that  this  Charter  aspro- 
pofed  gives  the  Apothecaries  more  liberty  and  freedom 
of  exercifing  their  lawful  Trade.,  then  is  enjoyed  in 
any  other  Nation  ,  where  both  Corporations  are 
erefted}  and  thatit  doth  in  nothing  infringe;,  or  dimi- 
nifh  their  freedom  as  Citizens ,  or  their  Charter  as  Apo¬ 
thecaries  5  and  that  our  Charter  was  compiled  by  fome, 
andperufed  and  approved  by  others  the  moft  eminent 
Lawyers  in  England  for  Worth  and  Place  $  and  yet 
none  of  thefe  could  find  any  thing  in  it  either  Illegal, 
Tyrannical,  or  unfit  to  be  defired  of  the  Parliament* 
Nay  many  mif-informed  Members  being  rightly  in- 
ftru&ed  in  the  true  ftate  of  the  matter,  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  jufticeof  it  5  And  was  no  more  then 
King  James  by  his  Letters  Patents,  dated  the  18th  of 
oUoher ,  in  the  15th  year  of  his  Reign,  granted  to  the 
faid  College  5  near  about  the  fame  time  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  Charter  was  granted  5  and  being  almofl:  nothing 
elfe  but  a  lupply  of  what  was  fhort  in  their  former 
Grants,  viz.  That  whereas  their  Charter  granted  by 
King  Henry  the  Eighth,  gave  power  to  punifh  offen¬ 
ders  in  the  prafticeof  Phyfic}  andbecaufe  there  was 
no  power  given  to  fummon,  nor  penalty  impofed  for 
the  non-appearance  of  fuch  offenders  5  therefore  by 
their  non-appearance,  the  faid  power  of  the  Cenfors 
was  eluded  5  for  no  fuch  offenders  would  appear  be¬ 
fore 


fore  them,  and  confequently  no  punilhment  could  be 
inflifted  on  them,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
laid  Aft.  Now  this  Charter  lb  much  declaimed  againft, 
prayed  only  a  fupply  of  this  defeft,  and  alfo  better 
and  more  necellary  ways  and  means,  without  which, 
fuch  and  all  other  offenders  againft  the  lives  and 
healths  of  his  Majefties  Subjefts  could  notbedifco- 
vered  5  and  they  had  reafon  not  to  doubt  a  grant  of 
the  faid  power,  fince  by  the  faid  Charter  a  power 
was  granted  them  to  imprifon  offenders,  whom  the 
Keepers  of  the  Prifons  would  not  receive,  becaufeno 
command,  nor  penalty  was  impofedon  them,  for  not 
receiving  fuch  offenders  fent  by  the  Cenfors  (a  thing 
ridiculous  to  our  prefent  Lawyers)  however  this  de¬ 
fect  wasfupplyed  by  an  Aft  inthefirftof  Queen  Mary. 
Now  whereas  fince  the  making  of  the  laid  Afts  and 
Powers,  granted  to  the  College ,  feveral  other  Trades, 
befides  the  Apothecaries ,  relating  to  Phyfic  (being 
then  all  Members  of  the  Grocers  Company)  viz,. 
Druggifts,  Chymifts,  Sellers  of  Strong-waters  and 
Oyls,  have  arofe  diftinft  from  each  others,  and  many 
abufes  have  been  and  are  committed  in  each  of  them, 
as  they  all  confefs.  The  laid  Charter  prays1  for  the 
publick  good  only  (there  being  the  fame  reafon  of  all) 
they  might  have  the  fame  power  of  Surveying  them 
alfo,  as  they  have  of  the  Apothecaries ,  which  moft  of 
the  Judicious,  and  fober  of  the  laid  Companies,  as 
well  in  relation  to  their  own  private  profit,  and  alfo 
the  publick,  by  having  all  Medicines  good,  did  not 
■  oppofe,  but  liked  well  of  Nay  there  was  nothing  in 
the  faid  Charter,  but  what  was  judged  good  by  all  or 
moft  of  the  Judges  of  England,  feveral  times  conve¬ 
ned 


(24) 

ned  by  Order  of  the  King  and  his  Council,  to  deliver 
their  opinions  concerning  fome  Queries,  which  com- 
prifed  the  main  of  what  was  defired  and  petitioned 
for  by  the  cW/ege,  of  this  prefent  Parliament.  But  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee  could  make’  report  to  the  Houfe, 
the  Parliament  was  adjourned,  whereupon  Apothecaries 
falflygave  out,  and  made  people  believe  our  Charter 
was  taken  from  us.  And  in  this  tranfa&ion  before  the 
Committee ,  one  Cochgt  an  Apothecary  exhibited  in  the 
name  of  the  Chymijls  fuch  a  Scandalous  Libel,  as  the 
Committee  would  not  fuffer  to  be  read  5  drawn  as  fome 
conceive  by  the  afiiftance ,  and  countenance,  if  not 
contrivance  of  his  Company. 

Lajily0  The  Company  of  the  Apothecaries  are  bound 
by  their  Charter  to  bring  their  Servants  (before  they 
make  them  Free)  to  be  examined  by  the  Cenjors  of  our 
College ,  and  to  have  their  approbation  of  their  fitnefs 
to  exercife  their  Art,  and  fet  up  their  Trade.  Now 
that  they  have  herein  neglefted  their  duty,  and  con- 
fequently  maybe  dif-franchifed  and  lofe  their  Free¬ 
doms  for  this  omifiion,  3tis  manifeft  not  only  by  the 
vapours  of  fome  of  them  to  fome  members  of  our 
Body,  that  they  never  underwent  this  examination  5 
but  alfoby  comparing  of  our  Regifter  (wherein  are 
recorded  the  names  of  all  fuch  as  have  been  exami¬ 
ned)  with  theirs,  if  they  keep  any  for  this  purpofe. 
Sure  I  am,  that  in  two  years  together,  when  I  was 
Cenfor ,  very  few,  if  any,  did  appear  to  their  examina¬ 
tion,  whereas  yearly  a  very  great  number  fet  up  their 
Trades.  Nay  fince  the  firing  of  London  not  one  Apo¬ 
thecaries  Servant  hath  been  examined  by  the  Cenfers , 
for  more  then  thefe  three  Years  laftpaft,  in  which  time 

perhaps 


perhaps  no  left  then 
Company. 
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100  have  been 


« 


made  free  by  the 


Before  our  preferring  this  Charter  to  the  Parliament, 
they  would  admit  no  Arbitrators  betwixt  our  Corpo¬ 
ration^,  and  Thens,  not  contenting  themfolves  with 
their  Charter  lately  granted  in  King  James’s  Reign,  and 
that  by  the  procurement  of  fome  of  our  College  for 
thefe  unthankful  perfons.  For  they  would  not  refer 
themfelves  (as  the  Chirurgeons  without  many  words  or 
difpute  did )  to  the  molt  upright,  and  mod  knowing 
Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman  then  Lord  Chief  JuJlice,  and  now 
Lord  Keeper,  for  a  claule  to  be  by  him  drawn,  in  order 
to  preferve  their  immunities  and  Charter;  which  they 
refuted,  fearing  belike  he  would  exclude  them  from 
the  Praftice  of  Phyfic,  which  the  Law  hath  already 
done  ,  and  which 'is  all  they  could  doubt  of;  but 
the  Corporation  of  Chirurgeons  did  accjuiefce  in  the 
claufe  drawn  by  the  faid  Lord  chief  JuJlice ,  and 
never  appeared  before  the  Committee  againft  the  faid 

Their  increafing  dif-retpeft,  and  undervaluing  the 
College,  appears  in  this,  that  of  late  years  they  place 
our  Cenfors  invited  to  their  new  Matters  Dinner,  at 
their  fecond  Table;  whereas  always  heretofore  they 

were  feated  at  the  firft  Table,  next  to  the  Matter  of 
the  Company. 


And  to  hinder  the  building  of  a  New  College ,  and 
the  Contribution  of  the  Honorary  Fellows  thereunto, 
they  tell  them  that  we  deceived  them  in  their  admiffi- 
on,  and  never  intend  the  building  of  a  New  College , 
though  a  large  contribution  hath  been  made,  and 
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ground  purchafed  in  order  thereunto  by  the  Members 
of  their  Corporation. 

And  their  further  defign  appears  in  their  great  tri¬ 
umphing, and  rejoycing  when  any  illiterate  perfon  hath 
gained  any  reputation  for  a  Cure  performed,  efpeci- 
ally  where  Phyftcians  have  been  concerned,  though  the 
Patients  negleft  or  obftinatenefs ,  have  been  the  foie 
caufe  of  this  non-performance,  and  by  their  continu¬ 
ed  detra&ion  from  Phyftcians,  and  applauding  them- 
felves,  hoping  by  the  former,  that  people  will  think 
fuch  Mountebanks  able  to  do  better  Cures  then  learned 
Phyftcians ,  and  then  they  can  eafily  infinuate  them¬ 
felves  fuperior  to  fuch  Mountebanks,  andconfequently 
to  Phyftcians.  By  the  latter,  they  feek  to  deprefs, 
and  level  us  to  themfelves,  being  confcious  they  can 
never  rile  to  that  worth  and  ability  ,  required  in  a 
phyftcian. 

Another  manifeft  fign  of  their  endeavour  to  ufurp 
our  Practice  is,  their  afford  calling  the  lick  their  Tati- 
ents 5  for  tis  mold  certain  that  in  all  reafon  and  lan¬ 
guage  the  Phyftcian  and  Patient  only  have  relation  to 
each  other,  but  not  to  the  Apothecary ,  who  is  but  a 
Tradefman,  and  manual  Operator.  Now  a  Tradef- 
man  and  his  Customer,  or  Chapman ,  are  Relatives 
each  to  other  ,  but  thofe  Apothecaries  who  intrude 
themfelves  and  ufurp  on  our  profeffion,  may  call  their 
Cuftomers  Patients ,  and  that  in  a  true  literal  fence, 
when  by  their  ignorance  they  make  them  really  fuf- 
ferers under  them;  and  if  they  deny  Apothecary  and 
Patient  to  be  non-fence,  they  fhew  themfelves  pitifully 
ignorant  in  the  Laws,  and  Rules  of  Reafon,  or  elfe 

profefs 


profefs  themfel  ves  Thyficians.  And  the  like  non-fence 
they  commonly  utter  by  calling  Thyficians  that  make 
their  own  Medicines ,  Mountebanks  and  Quacks, 
whereas  none  can  be  fuch  but  thofe  who  praftife 
without  Lawful  Authority,  as  the  Apothecaries ,  &c. 
do,  and  they  are  not  ignorant  in  this  their  malice.,  that 
the  Law  of  England  would  punifh  them  roundly  for 
fo  faying  5  And  were  I  troublefome  or  vindicative,! 
could  make  fome  of  them  examples,  but  I  freely  re¬ 
mit  their  (landers  in  this  kind  that  are  pa  ft. 

Having  done  with  the  main  part  of  the  Difeafe,  next 
follows  the  Remedy  3  and  the  only  firm  and  proper 
one  will  appear  to  be,  that  Thyficians  make  their  own 
Medicines  3  the  benefit  whereof  to  the  publick,  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the  thing  it  fe If,  theneceffity  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Phyfcian0  will  be  manifeft  by  that  which 
follows. 

And  Fzrjl0  All  that  hath  been  (aid  demonftrates  this 
laft  propofition. 

Secondly ,  The  defire  of  moft  perfons,  and  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  all  wife  men,  who  fay  we  are  wanting  to  our 
own  intereft,  if  we  make  not  life  of  the  remedy  in 
our  own  hands,  performing  our  Art  in  all  its 
members,  whereof  making  of  Medicines  is  a  chief 
one. 

Thirdly ,  The  common  praftice,  and  conftant  ufage 
of  all  former  and  anticnt rbyficiansmzW  other  Nati¬ 
ons,  and  in  England  alfo  (for  his  eafie  to  fay  when  there 
was  not  one  Apothecary  in  thisKingdonf)  the  Laws  of 
our  Nation,  nay  even  the  Apothecaries  Charter  allow 
it,  the  Language  of  all  Phyfcians ,  our  College  voting  it 
honourable  fo  to  do,  nay  Apothecaries  themfel  ves  com- 
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Fourthly ,  The  Kings  fhyficians  have  formerly 
made  the  Kings  Medicines,  as  tis  manifefi:  by  my 
Lord  Coke ,  in  his  4 th.  Book  of  the  Inftitut.es,  part  4. 
pag.  251.  where  he  comments  on  Rot.  Pat.  32  H.  6. 
m.  17.  He  there  firft  recites  the  Roll  it  felf,  where- 
in  are  appointed  (the  King  being  then  fick)  3  Phyf- 
cians  and  2  chirurgeons ,  to  freely  minifter  and  execute 
Phyfic  about  the  Kings  Perfon,  and  there  are  alfo  re¬ 
cited  in  general  ,  Medicines  external,  and  internal. 
And  on  this  RollCtf^amoll§  other  things  infers,  that 
the  Fhyficians  may  ufe  the  aid  of  thofe  Chirurgeons 
named  in  the  Warrant,  but  ol  no  Apothecary  ^  but  to 
prepare  and  do  all  things  themfelves,  &c.  And  the 
realon  of  all  this  is,  the  precious  regaid  had  of  the 
health  and  fafety  of  the  King,  who  is  the  head  of  the 
Common-wealth.  And  lam  told  by  one  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefties  Fhyficians ,  that  the  King  himfelf  affirm¬ 
ed  heretofore  we  are  unwife  in  negleftingour  duty 
herein,  and  lately  of  thefe  papers,  that ’twas  the  pub- 
lick  intereftfo  to- do. 

Fifthly ,  chirurgeons  (as  before)  will  not  trim  them 
to  make  external  Remedies  5  and  the  King,  and  Eajb 
India  Company  commit  the  making  of  their  Chefts 
for  their  Fleets  to  the  Chirurgeons. 

Sixthly ,  Have  not  Ladies  and  Charitable  Gentle¬ 
women  their  Clofets  well  furnifhed  with  various  Me¬ 
dicines  for  the  Poors  ufe,  and  for  their  own  alfo,  when 
fhyficians  are  called  to  their  houfes  in  the  Country? 
Dillillers  of  Strong-waters,  Makersof  Plaifter$,Gon- 
feftioners  make  Medicines  bought  by  the.  Apothecaries , 
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Ale-Houfes  fell  purging  Drinks,  and  Book-fellers  fell 
Chymical  Medicines,  and  all  this  without  much  regret 
of  the  Apothecaries.  But  if  a  Phyfician  intermix  a  Me¬ 
dicine  with  theirs ,  though  the  Patients  life  be  faved 
thereby,  what  noife,  and  murmuring,  and  proclaim¬ 
ing  of  it  the  next  Market-day  to  the  reft  of  their  Com¬ 
pany  ?  to  what  purpofe  any  one  may  judg. 

Seventhly ,  Why  (hould  not  phyficians ,  being  law¬ 
fully  authorized  thereunto,  pra&'ife  with  their  own 
Medicines ,  as  well  as  the  Apothecaries  with  theirs, 
though  againft  Law,  and  incurring  thereby  the  penalty 
of  5  /.  per  Month,  which  the  College  never  troubled 
them  for,  or  exaifted  of  them  > 

Eighthly ,  Physicians  will  be  neceffitated  to  it  for 
their  fubfiftence  and  honour,  and  to  preferve  their  Art 
from  being  proftituted  to  illiterate  perfons,  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  becoming  now  their  Competitors. 

Ninthly ,  By  this  means  Phyficians  will  avoid  multi¬ 
tudes  of  inconveniencies,  proceeding  fromwriting  of 
Bills,  and  the  Apothecaries  Wilts. 

Firjl ,  The  miftakes,  and  frauds  in  the  Ingredients, 
efpecially  committedhy  the  great  pra&iling  Apotheca¬ 
ries ,  who  may,  as  appears  by  the  following  ftory,bc 
fufpeCted  to  fend,  inftead  of  what  was  prefcribed,  the 
remains  of  his  own  practice,  orelfe  fome  caft-by  Me¬ 
dicines  =,  for  elle  how  could  it  be  when  a  Medicine  was 
prefcribed  to  ftand  inlnfulionor  ftpep  a  whole  night, 
that  it  (hould  be  brought  two  hours  after  the  Bill  was 
written,  even  the  very  lame  Evening  ?  Which  by  acci¬ 
dent  thcPatient  confeiTed,wantingthe  expected  luccefs. 

Secondly ,  By  this  courfe  Phy  ficians  will  avoid  the  ma¬ 
ny  opprobrious  terms  call:  upon  them  by  Apothecaries  : 
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As  Firft,  In  faying  that  if  he  had  not  omitted  or 
added  fomething,  the  Patient  might  have  mifearried  5 
which  he  may  fay  at.pleafure  without  any  contradicti¬ 
on.,  though  doubtlefs  many  have  been  killed  by  this 
means. 

Secondly ,  By  laying  the  Bill  could  never  have  been 
made  without  fome  alteration  of  the  Apothecary , 
thereby  infinuating  the  Doctors  ignorance  in  com¬ 
pounding. 

Thirdly ,  In  faying  the  Do&or  is  not  verfed  in  Me¬ 
dicines  5  becaufe  forfooth  he  varieth  not  at  every 
Vilit ,  and  multiplieth  not  new  Bills  for  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  profit. 

Fourthly ,  In  faying  they  teach  Phyftcians,  and  help 
them  to,  and  in  their  practice.  The  firftand  laft  are 
vile  and  foolifh  Scandals  5  as  to  the  Second,  9tis  true 
indeed,  that  younger  Apothecaries  recommend  Thy  ft- 
ci an s  to  their  acquaintance  5  but  tis  no  longer  then 
they  have  learned  enough  (as  they  think)  to  fet  up  for 
themfelves. 

Fifthly d  In  faying,  they  knew  before-hand  what 
inch  a  Do&or  would  preferibe,  and  hence  it  is  they  have 
nick-named  fome  Phyftcians  of  no  mean  practice,  by 
the  Medicines  they  frequently  life,  which  names  in 
relpect  to  the  perfons ,  I  (hall  conceal  5  and  of  fuch 
Phyftcians ,  they  brag  they  can  preferibe  as  well  as  they. 
But  if  a  Phyftcian  advife  things  unknown  to  them,  or 
out  of  the  common  trad,  then  they  fay  the  Do&or 
intends  to  puzzle  them. 

Sixthly ,  He  will  avoid  the  cenfure  of  his  Bills,  which 
every  pitiful  fellow,  nay  their  very  Boys  will  abfolve 
or  condemn  atpleafure,  and  that  openly  too,  nay  fonie- 
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times  to  the  Patient  himfelf,  and  thereby  call  in  his 
good  Apothecaries  Phyfician.  Now  what  a  (hame  is  it, 
that  a  Phyficians  credit  and  livelihood,  fhould  find  at 
the  mercy  of  fuch  pitiful  ignorant,  and  felf-ended 
Souls?  I  have  heard  one  of  them  fay  of  the  now  mod 
Eminent  Pradtifer  in  London ,  that  his  Boy  could  write 
as  good  a  Method  as  he,  and  that  he  underflood  the 
practice  of  Phyfic  as  well  as  any  Phyfician  in  London , 
except  2,  or  3,  though  the  fame perfon  was  foon  made 
to  confefs,  he  neither  knew  the  Difeafe,  Caufe,  nor 
Cure  of  a  Pleurify,  pretended  to  be  throughly  under- 
ftoodby  him. 

Thirdly ,  He  will  avoid  the  trouble  put  upon  him 
after  he  hath  writ  his  Bill ,  by  the  Apothecaries  ig¬ 
norance  in  not  underftanding  it,  who  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  came  to  the  DoSor  heretofore,  with  their  Hats 
off,  but  now  fend  their  Boys ,  who  foon  put  theirs 
on.  Such  refpedt  do  they  give  Phyfcians ,  when 
they  come  to  them  as  to  their  Matters  to  teach 
them. 

Fourthly ,  He  will  avoid  the  impertinent  Vi  (its  of 
the  Apothecaries ,  and  non-fenfical,  troublefome,  and 
difcour aging,  frightful  difcourfes  to  the  Patient ,  of 
whom  no  man  can  expedt  more  then  the  Common 
Proverb  gives  to  Praters,  and  impertinent  Speakers, 
That  they  talk^  like  Apothecaries . 

Fifthly ,  He  will  avoid  the  mifchiefs  from  their  Vi- 
fits,  who  by  their  fhrugs,  figns,  or  words,  may  diminifh 
the  Phyfcians  reputation,  and  good  opinion,  whether 
in  his  {kill,  or  Medicines ,  whereby  good  Medicines 
are  negledted,  and  the  expedition  of  a  good  fuccefs 
upon  the  ufe  of  them  taken  away,  or  atleaftcaufingan 
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aver  fcnefs  to  them  5  which  a&ings  do  exceedingly  pre¬ 
judice  the  Patient,  in  reference  to  his  Cure. 

Sixthly,  He  will  avoid  this  inconvenience  ,  that 
fome  Apothecaries  have  attributed  the  Curetofome 
of  their  intermixed  Medicines,  or  alteration  of  the 
Doctors  Bill. 

Seventhly,  He  will  avoid  that  incivility  of  fuch  of 
them,  who  in  the  Phyflcians  prefence ,  will  feel  the 
Pulfe,  judg  of  the  Urine,  difcourfe  the  Caufe,  Na¬ 
ture,  what  the  Difeafe  is,  and  what  will  be  the  iffue  of 
it,  propofe  Medicines ,  nay  fometimes  endeavour  to 
advile  with  the  Phyfician,  to  contradift  and  dilpute 
with  him,  to  compare  and  fet  himfelf  above  the  Phy- 
(ician  $  and  to  fay  truth,  thele  odious  and  intolerable 
Companions  and  intrufions  daily  complained  of  by 
my  Collegms,  were  a  great  caufe  of  my  departing  from 
them. 

Eighthly,  He  will  avoid  thofe  Scandals  they  have 
opportunity  to  raife,  that  fuch  a  Phyflcian  is  Cove¬ 
tous,  Proud,  Negligent,  and  minds  not  his  pra&ice, 
and  the  like  without  the  leaf!:  ground,  and  are  fre¬ 
quently  by  fuch  Artifices,  the  Caufe  of  introducing 
another  Phy  fician ,  knowing  that  thereby  more  Bills 
will  come  to  their  File,  and  many  times  the  former 
Medicines  be  layed  afide ,  and  in  this  fhuffiing  in 
and  out  of  Phyflcians ,  they  have  commonly  a  great 
(hare. 

Ninthly ,  Apothecaries  being  now  Competitors  with 
Phy  flcians  for  practice ,  and  down-right  Enemies  to 
fuch  as  make  their  own  Medicines  5  why  fhould  not 
we  fufpeft  them  of  this  falfe  Play,  by  telling  the 
Patient  the  Dottors  Medicine  will  not  work  (which 
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tie  knows  well  enough  how  to  effect)  and  then  to  tell 
him  he  will  prepare  him  one  of  his  own  that  will  work, 
when  perhaps  that  he  calls  his  own  preparation,  was 
nothing  but  what  the  Dottor  had  preferibed  before, 
and  by  this  Artifice  to  advance  himfelf  above  the 
Thy  ft  dan. 

.  Another  mifehiefin  fending  Bills  to  the  Apothecaries 
is,  that  though  the  Apothecaries  be  honed:  ("and  who 
can  tell  which  of  them  isfo  ?)  yet  the  Servants  neg¬ 
lect,  or  ignorance  (to  whom  they  commit  the  whole 
care  of  difpenfing,  and  are  intruth  the  Apothecaries 
{and  not  their  Matters )  may  mar  all  in  their  Matters 
abfence ,  who  is  vifiting  abroad  ,  or  at  his  recrea¬ 
tions. 

And  now  I  have  done  with  the  unpleafant  talk  of 
raking  into  the  faults  of  the  Apothecaries ,  and  with 
difeourfing  how  phyficiuns  may  fave  themfelves  from 
their  devices,  I  (hall  next  (hew  the  advantages  that  will 
come  to  the  Patient ,  the  Phyfician0  and  people,  by  this 
way  of  remedy  propofed. 

As  for  the  Patients ,  they  may  hereby  lave  mod:  of 
the  great  charges  of  Apothecaries  Bills,  which  in  long 
Cafes  amount  to  very  great  fumsin  a  year,  although 
the  fhyftcian  hath  received  very  few  Fees  5  the  Phyfi- 
jian  may  fo  order  his  bufinefs  as  to  take  his  Fee  for 
his  Vifits  only,  and  at  home  Rich  competent  Fees  for 
his  advice  alone,  as  are  ufually  given,  and  in  both  Ca¬ 
fes  take  nothing  for  his  Medicines  ,  and  fo  fave  the 
Tatient  the  whole  charge  of  the  Apothecaries  Bill, 
which  very  feldom  comes  (hort,  and  for  the  mod:  part 
manifoldly  exceeds  the  Phyficians  Fees.  And  this  he 
may  very  well  do  by  making  fewer,  lefs  chargable, 
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more  effectual,  and  durable  Medicines  then  the  Shops 
afford,  and  fuller  nothing  in  the  non-ufe,  or  decay  of 
his  Medicines  5  becaufe  he  need  make  no  more  then 
will  ferve  his  own  practice  :  and  I  muff  here  profefs* 
tha  t  which  I  intended  not  to  havepubliftied,  that  this 
is  the  courfe  I  have  generally  taken ,  for  the  four 
Months  lafl  paft,  fincelmade  my  own  Medicines,  but 
that  fome  Apothecaries  have  given  out  mofifalfly,  that 
I  have  fent  in  Bills  to  Patients  for  money  5  but  to  con¬ 
vince  fuch  of  their  wonted  lying,  I  do  hereby  oblige 
my  felf  to  give  100  yound  to  any  of  them  that  fhall 
produce  fuch  a  Bill.  secondly ,  This  way  will  not 
clog  the  Patient  with  more  Medicines  then  are  need¬ 
ful,  nor  will  omit  anything  may  conduce  to  his  reco¬ 
very,  for  if  he  fails  in  either,  Tis  to  his  prejudice,  ei¬ 
ther  in  (pending  more  Medicines  which  coft  him  mo¬ 
ney,  or  in  not  performing  his  Cure,  which  lofeth  his 
practice. 

But  I  do  not  propofe  this  courfe  of  mine  as  a  general 
rule  to  all  Phyficians ,  but  leave  this  to  every  mans  pri¬ 
vate  judgment  5  Neither  do  I  hereby  bind  my  felf  to 
the  fame  praftice,  becaufe  fome  few  Cafes  may  fall  out 
(though  to  an  equal  advantage  to  the  Patient )  may 
perfwade  me  to  the  contrary.  Fori  find  fome  perfons 
of  that  perfwafion,  as  to  think  they  have  not  given 
fatisfa&ion,  unlefs  they  have  payed  for  the  Medicines}  . 
but  to  fuch  perfons,  I  have  always  allowed  them  to 
give  me  what  they  pleafed  themfelves,  for  the  cure 
only ,  to  the  full  fatisfaftion  of  both  parties.  Though 
I  will  not  deny  but  fome  perfons  out  of  gratitude  for 
their  Cure,  have  rewarded  me  beyond  this  propofal. 
Some  of  my  acquaintance  havedefired  me  to  be  more 


plain  in  this  Iaft  Paragraph,  efpecially  in  that  part  of 
it  where  I  fay  I  do  not  bind  my  felf  to  the  faid  pra¬ 
ctice  b  and  to  declare  more  fully  the  Cafes  that  may 
pertwade  me  to  the  contrary  b  'Which  are  thefe  and 
fuch  as  thefe.  Firjl,  Where  Patients  oftheir  own  free 
offers  will  contract  with  the  Phyjicians,  or  have  for¬ 
merly  too  meanly  rewarded  him  for  his  Cure,  in  both 
which  the  Statutes  of  our  College  allow  a  contract  to 
be  made  with  Patients.  Another  cafe  is,  if  a  phyfician 
be  con fulted  once,  and  for  his  Fee  hath  given  Medi¬ 
cines  gratis ,  if  the  Patient  frequently  fend  for  his  Me¬ 
dicines  without  the  leaft  reward  at  all.  Or  if  the  Pa¬ 
tient  living  far  in  the  Country,  having  (as  before)  once 
confulted  the  Phyfician ,  as  in  thelaft  cafe,  and  (hall  for 
weeks,  nay  months,  fend  for  the  fame  Medicines.  Or 
if  the  Patients  friend  (hall  recommend  a  Medicine  to 
another  friend  of  his  unknown  to  the  Phy  fician  5  and 
where  he  gives  no  Counfel,  if  a  Phyfician  intheCoun 
try  (hall  defire  fome  ofhis  Medicines,  which  are  all  the 
cafes  that  occur  at  prefent  5  I  la y  in  fome  of  thefe,  the 
Phy  fician  muff  needs  be  payed  for  his  Medicines  5  but 
in  other,  ’tis  rational  he  fhould  be  payed  for  his  advice, 
as  he  defireth  new  Medicines,  which  charge  will  be 
farlhort  alfo  of  the  Apothecaries  Medicines,  whether 
repeated  or  preferibed  upon  new  advice. 

Now  the  great  charge  of  Apothecaries  Bills,  and 
naufeoufnefs  of  their  Medicines,  appears  to  be  the 
caufe  why  long  habitual  difeafes,  as  the  Kings  Evil, 
Falling-Sicknefs ,  Convulfions,  Melancholies,  ana 
Winds  in  the  Bowels,  Gouts,  &c.  become  feldom  re¬ 
lieved,  though  they  may  with  a  conftant,  facile  way, 
be  perfeftly  cured,  where  neither  the  great  charge, 
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nor  unpleafantnefs  of  Medicines,  deterr  them  from  a- 
continued  neceflary  ufe  of  Remedies.  And  for  the 
fame  reafons  many  will  be  kept  from  relapfes,  who 
being  tired  out  with  taking  variety  of  Medicines,  fove 
over  before  the  tone  and  ftrength  of  their  parts  is 
reftored,  which  k  necellary  to  be  done  in  all  long  Di- 
ieafes. 

Hemayfo  contrive  his  Medicines,  firft,  That  they 
may  be  taken  in  frnall  quantity,  and  be  made  more 
grateful  to  the  taft,  and  ftomach,  and  perform  more' 
then  thole  ot  the  Apothecaries ,  commonly  flovenly 
made,  and  of  themlelves  Fulfom,  Naufeous,  and  Slug-’ 
gifh.  Secondly,  His  Medicines  made  for  particular- 
per  Tons,  may  laft  Weeks,  Months,  nay  Years,  whereas' 
the  Apothecaries  Drinks, elpecially  in  the  Summer  time, 
muff  be  renewed  once,  or  twice  every  day,  to  the  ex- 
eeiTive  charge  of  the  Patient. 

That  his  Medicines  may  be  fewer,  is  evident  in  Vhy- 
JFoiaxs  that  pradife  in  the  Country,  who  ride  far  to  Pa¬ 
tients^  and  carry  in  their  Mans  Cloak-bag,  Medicines 
enough,  not  only  for  the  perfon  he  is  fent  to,  but  alfd 
for  mod  other  perfons,  and  Cafes  he  meets  within  his* 
Travels,  and  therefore  his  Clofet  needs  contain  but 
few,yet  noble  and  generous  Medicines, and  fuch  as  may 
ferve  him  upon  all  oceafions,fupplying  what’s  defective 
from  the  Fields  or  Gardens.  He  may  avoid  all  pom- 
pous,uielefs,  chargable  Medicines  of  the  Shops,-  and' 
fublfitute  in  their  place,  cheaper,  and  moreconducible 
to  health ;  He  may  very  well  lay  alidethe  precious 
Stones,  Saphir,  Emerals,  &c.  the  high  priced  Magi- 
ftrals  of  Coral,  and  Pearl,  made  worfe  by  their  pre-' 
parations,  or  rather  deftroyed  thereby  in  their  Virtue,1 


aS’alfo* Unicorns  Horrid  and  Bezoar,  all  which  are  now 
rarely  ufed  alone,  but  in  the  recei  ved  Compofitions  s 
He  mayalfofpare  the  chargcsof  leaf-gold,  for  guild- 
ingPots,  Glades,  Pills,  Electuaries,  Boles,  Or.  which 
ierves  only  toraife  the  Bill. 

He  may  teach  the  Patients  facile  and  cade  Reme¬ 
dies,  as  to  make  a  Clyfter,  apply  Blifters,  or  Medicines 
to  the  feet,  where  they 'are  needful,  &c.  and  in  many 
Cafes  may  cure  by  well  ordering  his  Patient  only, 
without  any  Remedies  at  all,  or  but  very  few,  being 
free  toaftfor  th c  Patients  Health,  without  the  grum¬ 
bling  of  the  Apothecary  y  arid  many  other  ways  he' 
may  daily  meet  with,  very  advantageous  to  the 
Patient . 


He  will  have  little  ufe  oPConferves,  Syrups,'  Lo- 
hocks,  &c.  a  greater  part  whereof  Sugar  makes  up, 
which  doth  more  hurt  to  mod  perfons,  then  the  other 
ingredients  do  good. 

As  for  Infufionsand  Deco&ions,  he  will  find  by  ex¬ 
periment,  how  much  liquor,  or  Menjlrimm  will  diffice 
to  exttaft  the  full  vertue  of  the  ingredients  ,  and 
what  are  helps,  or  hinderances  thereunto,  and 
thereby  neither  differ  lofs  in  the  "quantity,  or  Quality  of 
.  them. 

He  will  difcover  the  inefficacy  of  many  of  the  Sy  ¬ 
rups  and  other  Medicines  in  the  Shops,  made  of  (uch 
ingredients,  the  qualities  whereof,  what  with  boiling, 
what  with  the  great  quantity  of  Sugar  neceflary  to 
keep  them,  areeither  made  ufelefs,  or  oppofitetothe 
ends  they  are  propofed  for;  Efpecially  in  fudbi  Plants, 
Seeds,  and  Flowers,  which  confiff:  of  fine  vo- 
latil  partss  and  even  in  drying  and  pounding,  or  the 
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leaft  boiling  exhale  and  evaporate,  and  therefore  in  the 
common  way  of  ordering  them,  lofe  their  whole  ver- 
tue  or  moft  of  their  efficacy,  and  alter  in  their  proper¬ 
ties.  From  which  by  feveral  methods  known  to  fome 
Phyficians ,  very  generous  and  Angular  Medicines  may 
be  produced. 

He  need  not  ufe  fo  large  Compofitions  confifting  of 
fuch  confufed  and  contrary  ingredients,  and  will  find 
good  reafon  to  lay  afide  thofe  unintelligible  and  unrea- 
lonable  Compofitions  of  Mithridate,  and  Treacle,  and 
thefo  much  magnified  Treacle-water,  and  will  fubfti- 
tute  better  in  their  places,  of  finaller  charge,  and  left 
trouble  ;  and  this  all Phyficians  I  have  converfed  with, 
and  the  College  it  felf,  by  their  Book  publilhed  for 
the  common  good  ,  in  the  year  before  the  Plague, 
and  all  thofe  Phyficians  in  this  City,  who  make 
or  intend  to  make  their  own  Medicines ,  do  con- 
fefs. 

But  here  Apothecaries  open  wide,  and  cry  out  that 
the  Phy  ficians  are  great  Cheats,  and  envious  perfons, 
for  continuing  fuch  flat  Medicines,  and  not  recommen¬ 
ding  to  the  World,  or  rather  their  Shops,  our  greater 
fecrets.  The  anfwer  is  eafie,that  the  Medicines  in  our 
pharmacop<ea,  are  the  beft  -of  any  other  Pharmacoptea 
in  the  World,  bothfor  their  goodneft,  and  well  pre¬ 
paring  of  them,  whether  they  be  Chymical,  or  Gale¬ 
nical  ,  and  therefore  the  fame  fcandal  will  ly  on  all 
Pharmacop£a‘ s  whatfoever.  secondly ,  I  fay  that  with¬ 
in  thefe  few  laft  experimental  years,  the  practical  part 
of  Phyfic  hath  been  much  improved  (as  well  as  Ana¬ 
tomy)  elpecially  by  fuch  as  have  put  their  hands  to 
*  work;  and  therefore  till  fuch  improvement,  this  could 

not 


not  be  well  amended.  Furthermore,  in  making  new 
Difpenfatories,  a  full  confent  muft  be  had,  and  ’twere 
not  fit  to  move  where  the  motion  were  not  like  to 
take  place,  for  though  private  men  invent  nevv  ways 
of  compounding  and  preparing,  and  ufing  their  own 
invented  Medicines,  yet  ’twill  require  a  long  time  to 
make  them  publickly  known,  and  brought  into  com¬ 
mon  ufe,  and  till  that  be  done ’tis  not  poffible  to  have 
them  brought  into  a  common  Difpenfatory ;  befides, 
no  man  would  make  a  motion  for  luch  a  reformation, 
unlefs  he  were  well  furnifhed  with  fpecificks,  and  then 
’twill  be  required  of  him  to  expofethemto  the  whole 
World,  whichhow  incongruous  it  will  be,  every  man 
may  eafily  conceive ;  hereto  add,  that  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  think  them  (elves  able  enough  by  this  prefent  Difi 
penlatory,  to  out-beard  Pkyjiciitns ,  and  do  publickly 
profefs  (as  hath  been  faid)'that  they  underftand  the 
pra&ice  of  Phyfic  as  well  as  they  ;  how  much  more 
would  they  have  faid  fo,  if  they  had  been  made  Ma¬ 
tters  of  thefe  fecrets  >  And  here  I  fhall  admonilh  thofe 
of  my  own  Faculty,  who  have  devoted  their  Studies, 
Labours,  and  Purfes,  for  the  improvement  of  their 
Art ,  to  confider,  that  as  natural  things  have  their 
bounds  and  limits,  and  that  there  is  no  new  Creation 
of  them,  and  befides ,  that  thefe  things  have  their 
bounds  alfo  of  improvement,  beyond  which  ’tis  im- 
poffible  for  man  to  go;  and  that  by  a  good  method 
and  induftry,  that  end  may  be  attained  ;  (though  at 
prefentl  muftconfels,  no  Art  is  more  capable  of  en¬ 
largement  then  ours  :)  I  fay  let  all  confider,  and  they 
will  find,  what  a  vail:  encouragement  they  have  to  im¬ 
prove  their  knowledg  fo  far,  that  they  fhall  not  only  be 
r  ^  able 


ableto leave  mankind  deftitute  of  no  remedy  Nature 
did  ever  produce;  but  alfo  rqftore  and  fetle  thofe 
Honours  ignorant  men  would  ufurp,  upon  the  Learn¬ 
ed  Profeflors  of  this  Science ;  and  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
7  hylic  inns  fhould  communicate  their  fecrets  to  fuch 
perfons,  who  will  make  ufe  of  them,  to  the  ruine  of 
the  Inventors ,  which  is  indeed  a  failer  of  truft,  for 
when  a  Phyfician  writes  his  Bill,  he  trufts  the  apothe¬ 
cary  only  with  making  the  Medicine  for  a  particular 
occafion,  and  not  to  make  ufe  of  it  as  his  own  when  he 
pleafeth  for  his  own  profit,  and  the  Inventor  have  no 
further  benefit  by  it,  then  perhaps  one  Angle  advan¬ 
tage. 

>. Lajlly ,  When  Dilpenfatories  werefirft  made,  the 
Apothecaries  were  really  Phyftcians  Servants,  and 
wholyat  their  command,  not  in  the  leaftintrenching 
on  their  bufinefs,  and  the  rates  of  Medicines  were  rea- 
fonable  ;  which  foperiority  over  them  ftill  continues 
only  in- their  preferiptions,  the  forms  whereof  are  al¬ 
ways  commanding  to  take  this  and  that ,  and  to  mix 
them,  e?v.  but  within  thefe  few  laft  years  they  have 
fet  up  for  themfelves,  and  advanced  the  rates  beyond 
all  reafon;  and  to  before,  the  more  we  teach  them 
by  our  - Books ,  the  more  they  will  tcangrels  in 
both. 

Hemay.receive  encouragement  from  what  he  difeo- 
vers,  that  is  more  then  ordinarily  ufeful,  whereas  by 
writing  Bills,  he  foon  communicates  to  the  ignorant 
and  lazy,  who  will  neither  fpend  time  nor  money  to 
advance  the  Art,  but  while  the  one  is  at  work  to  his 
great  charge,  lofs  of  time,  much  pains  and  trouble, 
the  others  feek  by  petty  tricks  and  Arts  to  gain  a  name, 

and 
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and  profit  from  the  induftrious.  Nay  fome  Aleurite- 
banks  have  beei>  fet  up  by  purchasing  receipts  of  the 
Apothecary  or  his  Servants.  And  one  of  them  told 
me,  he  fet  up  a  §luack^  by  felling  and  commending  to 
him  a  Medicine  he  had  long  kept  in  his  Shop  and  could 
not  otherwife  put  off,  and  that  by  degrees  he  made 
him  a  famous  praftifer  among  the  ignorant  and  poor 
people.  An  Aft  quite  contrary  to  the  intereftof  the 
Company. 

Hence  alfo  will  arife  an  emulation  amongft  Phyfici - 
ans0  who  (hall  exceed  each  other  in  noble  remedies, 
and  from  thence  a  full  and  happy  improvement  of 
what  foe  ver  God  hath  created  for  the  recovery  of  mans 
health  impaired  5  for  from  the  Thyfician  alone  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  Phyfic  is  to  be  expefted.  How  many 
Simples  of  unknown  properties  have  been  brought  in¬ 
to  ufe,  to  the  great  comfort  of  the  fick?  and  many 
more  may  be,  as  alfo  many  preparations,  both  fimple 
and  compound,  both  in  the  Galenical,  and  Chymical 
praftice,  and  by  this  means  the  Art  will  be  advanced 
to  its  juft  dignity,  now  muchdiminifhed,  difhonoured, 
and  near  to  be  loft  by  the  intrusion  of  ignorant 
perfons. 

Greater  refpeft  will  be  given  to  fuch  PhyCicians ,  as 
being  the  immediate  inftruments  of  life  and  health, 
who  will  derive  unto  themfelves  that  which  is  now 
given  to  the  Apothecaries ,  which  proceeds  chiefly 
from  fear  left  they  fhoulddothe  Patient  hurt  5  and  fo 
their  honour  will  be  doubled,  which  every  Thyfician 
looks  principally  at  5  but  the  Apothecary  being  not  fo 
far  concerned,  looks  chiefly  at  his  own  profit,  andre- 
'  gards  not  the  Patients  charge.  F or  the  greater  the  Pa- 

F  tients 


(43  ) 

tknts  charge  the  greater  muft  needs  be  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  gain  5  whereas  on  the  contrary  \  ’tis  the  Phyji- 
•  cians  Intereft  to  cure  the  Patient  with  the  greateft 
eafe. 

He  may  proceed  on  fafely  andfecurely  in  his  well 
experienced  Medicines,  having  before  him  not  only 
what  he  hath  prefcribed  for  the  fame  Patient,  but  for 
all  others  in  the  like  Cafe,  and  thereby  keep  in  me¬ 
mory  what  he  would  have  forgot,  if  his  Bill  had  re¬ 
mained  on  the  Apothecaries  File  5  viz.  the  Medicines 
and  their  foccefs.  By  means  whereof  Phyficians  do 
not  advance  their  knowledg  fo  far  as  they  might  5  for 
how  is  it  poffible  they  fhould  remember  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  their  Bills  writfome  days  before?  and  there¬ 
fore  know  not  how  to  proceed  lo  well.  But  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  having  before  them  the  whole  feries  of  Me¬ 
dicines  3  brag  they  can  do  more  then  the  Phyficians , 
and  by  this  means  infinuate  the  fame  opinion  into 
people. 

The  Phyfician  will  beconfulted  in  the  beginning  of 
Difeafes.,  to  the  fafety  and  little  expence  of  the  Patient , 
who  will  not  go  firft  to  the  Apothecary,  whopraftifeth 
on  him  till  the  Cafe  is  defperate,  and  then  calls  in  a 
Phy  fician  when  ’tis  too  late  5  and  if  he  dyes,  the  Phy¬ 
fician  muft  carry  away  the  difgrace  alone  5  but  if  he 
recover.,  the  Apothecary ,  if  he  be  fo  minded.,  by  feme 
trick  will  fhare  with  him  in  the  honour  :  and  by  this 
refort  of people  to  the  Apothecaries  \n  beginning  of  Di¬ 
feafes,  we  meet  with  few  Cafes  of  eafieCure.,  but  are 
chiefly  made  ufe  of  in  dangerous  Difeafes.,  or  thofeof 
fhort  period,  or  inch  as  are  accompany ed  with  great 
pains  and  torments^to  our  great  and  continual  anxiety. 

The 


(43) 

1  he  Thyficians  experience  hereby  as  ’tis  Hirer,  fo 
twill  be  greater. 

He  wi  ll  make  ufe  of  no  Medicines  but  the  choiceft, 
and  when  they  are  in  their  full  vigour,  and  fuchasare 
durable,  and  after  once  or  twice  Tryal  of  them,  will 
feldom  fail  in  his  expected  fuccefs  5  which  cannot  be 
certainly  had  without  fome  tryal.  For  though  a  man 
buy  the  choiceft  ingredients,  viz,.  Sena,  which  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  Senfesvery  good,  yet  he  cannot  pofitively 
fay,  how  well,  nor  yet  what  quantity  of  it  will  work, 
till  he  hath  made  ule  of  it.  But  afterwards  he  may 
confidently  apply  the  whole  parcel  he  hath  bought  to 
his  purpofe.  The  like  may  be  inftanced  in  a  crop  of 
Wheat  or  Barley,  which  the  Ikillfulleft  Hufband-man 
cannot  tell  how  they  will  yield  for  Bread,  or  Malt,  till 
he  hath  ufed  them.  Now  how  is  it  poffible  that  a  Fhy- 
fivian  can  with  any  certainty  make  ufe  of  feveral 
Shops,  fince  there  is  lb  great  difference  in  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  ?  and  ’tis  certain  the  fame  Medicine  made  by  fe¬ 
veral  Apothecaries,  (hall  differ  much  in  colour,  fine  11, 
and  taft ,  and  consequently  effect  too;  which  cannot 
proceed  from  any  other  caufe  then  the  difference  of 
the  ingredients  themfelves ,  or  by  omitting  fome  in¬ 
gredients,  01  by  fubftituting  one  thing  for  another  5 
or  by  diftitift  ways  of  preparing  them,.  The  fame  alfo 
maybe  laid  of  Compofitions,  much  more  of  Chymi- 
cal  Medicines  fo  much  fophifticated,  and  of  fo  much 
danger  and  hazard,  if  not  well  prepared,  which  he 
cannot  difcovet  till  he  hath-  feen  the  effeft  of  them, 
unlefs  it  be  fuchas  he  makes  himfelf,  nor  thofe^  nei¬ 
ther  till  he  hath  made  fome  tryal  of  them. 

He  will  much  inlarge  Materia  Medico,  Chymiftry 
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and  Pharmacy,  and  difcover  the  grounds  of  them,  and 
wherein  the  efficacy  of  remedies  lyes,  and  thereby  lay 
open  a  whole  Ocean  for  new  difcoveries,  and  by  the 
by  obferve  many  ufeful  products  and  Phenomena  of 
Nature,  to  the  great  improvement  of  his  Art,  and 
found  Natural  Philofophy,  which  are  not  taken  notice 
of  by  Apothecaries ,  and  their  Servants  5  for  all  which 
they  have  heither  will  nor  feill. 

As  to  the  improvement  of  Medicines,  this  may  be 
added,  by  the  experimenting  Phjificiau,  that  in  di- 
ftill’d  waters  he  will  confider  and  find  which  of  them 
will  afford  any  virtue,  which  only  phlegm  equivalent 
buttoConduit-water,  which  of  them  will  keep  long, 
and  in  perfection,  which  foon  or  in  what  time  decay, 
and  fpend  them  accordingly,  and  in  compound  di- 
ftill’d  waters,  will  find  caufe  to  lay  afide  many  fimples 
as  nothing  conducing ,  or  rather  weakning  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  Medicine  defigned j  whereby  much  charge 
and  trouble  will  be  fpared,  and  better  compofitions 

be  made. 

He  will  gain  and  keep  to  himfelf  Patients,  who  have 
difeafes  they  are  unwilling  (hould  be  known  by  apo¬ 
thecaries  and  their  Boys,  and  all  fuch  as  have  a  mind 

to  turn  over  their  File.  . 

The  Patient  will  have  better  opinion  or  the  Medi¬ 
cines,  and  confidence  in  theufe  of  them,  and  the  Thy - 
(ician  be  more  fatisfied  in  his  Confidence,  and  better 

allured  of  the  fuccefs.  ,  _  .  . 

He  will  gain  reputation  to  his  Art,  byreftoring  it  to 
itsfirftinftitution  and  pra&ice,  by  the  Foundeis  and 
Heroes  of  Phyfic. 
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Tis  convenient  to  adjoin  here  the  old  way  of  educa¬ 
ting  voung  men  into  the  praftice  of  Phyfic,  and  lurely 
the  fafer  for  the  Patients  healthful  I  could  with  twere 
reftoredtoits  former  ufige,  which  was  this.  TheSe- 
nior  phyfician  carried  his  Son,  or  fuch  as  he  intended 
tofucceed  him  in  his  praftice,  along  with  him  when  he 
vifited  his  Patients,  difcovenng,  and  difcourfing  with 
them  the  difeafe,  caufe,  method  of  cure,  and  what  re¬ 
medies  were  fit  to  be  applied  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  and 
to  try  them  what  they  would  do  m  that  or  the  like 
Cafe.  And  when  his  occafions  would  not  permit  him 
to  vifit  himfelf,  he  then  Pent  one  of  his  Scholars  to  in¬ 
form  him  of  the  condition  of  the  fick  perfon,  and  the 
effeft  of  his  Medicines and  al(o  when  the  laid  Scho¬ 
lars  had  leifure,they  were  employ’d  to  help  to  gather, 
nreoare,  and  make,  or  overfee  the  compounding  ot 
Medicines.  And  fuch  Scholars  they  call’d  filn  Artis, 
fans  of  Art.  Some  of  the  Profelfors  in  F oreign  parts 
praftife  the  moil  of  this  to  this  very  day,  with  fuch 
Gentlemen  as  travel  thither  to  If udy  Phyfic,  confirm¬ 
ing  their  reading  with  experience. 

By  conftantly  prachfed  Medicares  he  will  find  out  a 
better  method  of  Cure,  and  may  hereby  arrive  at  the 

true  caufes  of  dileales.  .  . 

He  will  obferve  what  Medicines  by  precipitation 

or  other  ways,  alter,  deftroy,  or  weaken  one  ano¬ 
ther  whereby  of  good  ingredients  fingly  ufed,  a  bad 
Compofition  may  be  made,  and  thcrefore  fa.l  in  the 
faccefs  expected.  Many  more  things  might  be  here 
added,  which  a  (killful  obferver,  and  verfed  m  the  way 
to  make  experiments  (no  eafie  matter)  will  daily  find, 
and  at  prefent  Ido  not  fo  much  as  give  hints  of  them. 
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but  (ball  hereafter,  as  occafion  and  opportunity  re- 
,  quire.  J 

He  will  have  more  fcope  to  be  charitable  to  the  poor, 
*■.  r.i  moi  c  civil  and  obliging  to  his  friends,  by  curin'* 
them  gratis ,  or  at  fmall  charges. 

He  neeci  not  trouble  himfelt  with  ways  of  conceal¬ 
ing  the  ufe  of  his  Medicines,  by  betting  down  no  di¬ 
rections  in  his  Bill,  but  giving  them  to  the  Patient , 
which  the  Apothecary  foon  learns  5  nor  with  giving 
fame  of  his  own  Medicines  at  a  pinch,  which  if  they 
fucceed  not,  to  be  lure  the  Apothecaries  will  cry  down 
in  all  places,  but  will  conceal  all  eminently  good  fuc- 
ceiles ,  as  difadvantageous  to  themfelves  5  nor  by 
placing  their  Arcana  s  in  the  Shops  of  thofe  Apo¬ 
thecaries  they  commonly  make  ufe  of  5  nor  by  re¬ 
commending  their  Patients  to  fuch  Apothecaries  they 
intruff  their  fecrets  with.  For  then  great  complaints 
aremade  that  the  Phyjicians  carry  away  their  Cuftom- 
ers,  and  take  away  their  livelyhood,  affirming  they  are 
willing  to  fetch  them  from  the  preferibing  DoBors  Apo¬ 
thecaries.  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  they  do  fetch  them 
but  perhaps  not  always }  fincel  have  heard  them  often 
fay,  thefe  fecrets  were  but  the  Medicines  of  the  Lon- 

D’fPenfatory  difguifed  under  new  names,  to  the 
dilcredit  of  the  Phyficians  that  preferibed  them.  And 
I  well  remember  fome  of  them  have  negle&ed  to 
fetch  from  my  houfe,  not  far  from  their  own,  fome  of 
my  preparations,  though  they  had  them  gratis,  for  the 
fetching  5  whereby  the  Patients  have  buffered,  and 
thought  I  neglefted  them,  ’till  they  were  rectified  by 
another  Vifit.  Nay  one  of  them  told  me,  he  had  ra- 
thei  dy  with  his  own  Shop-Medicines,  then  be  cured 
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with  my  Magiftrals :  much  more  would  he  have  faid  of 
Patients ,  manifeftly  preferring  his  own  profit  before 
their  lives  5  a  mod:  Llnchriftian  faying  ! 

One  lingular  advantage  fuch  a  Phyfician  will  have, 
that  the  danders  of  the  Apothecaries  will  appear  to  be 
malicious,  as  being  railed  againft  fuch  as  aft  contrary 
to  their  profit. 

By  this  means  Phyficians  will  unite  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  Enemy,  will  contribute  mutual  afliftance,  and 
communicate  more  freely  to  one  another  their  praftice 
and  remedies  5  andalfothe  frauds  and  unlawful  pra- 
ftiees  of  the  Apothecaries ,  will  conceal  the  counfels, 
and  aft  whatfoever  may  tend  to  the  advance  of  their 
Art  5  and  Patients  -alfo  will  difcover  the  Apothecaries 
cenfures,  and  praftices  againft  the  Phyficians  md  their 
prefcriptions. 

Hereby  that  great  intereft  will  decay  Apotheca¬ 
ries  have  in  Families  for  their  petty  officioufneffes 
(which  Phyficians  not  to  difpleafe  them  have  put 
them  upon)"  thefe  will  be  taught  Nurfes,  and  the 
affiftants,  and  which  are  by  fome  of  thefe  as  well, 
certainly  more  diligently  performed  then  by  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries . 

Hereby  the  filii  Artis ,  or  younger  Phyficians ,  will 
fooner  come  into  a  better  and  more  fetled  praftice, 
and  not  be  beholden  to  Apothecaries  to  bring  them  Pa¬ 
tients  wherewith  they  often  upbraid  them,  and  glory 
amongft  themfelvesand  to  other  perfons,  that  they  in¬ 
troduced  fuch  and  fuch  a  Phyfician . 

Hereby  C.hirurgeons  will  be  reftored  to  fome  of  their 
employment  now  ufurped  by  the  Apothecaries ,  as  fet¬ 
ing  of  blood  ,  applying  Leeches,  Plafters,  Cupping- 

Glaffes, 


Glaffes,  Syringing  and  Salivation,  wraping  up  bodies 
in  Cere-Cloaths,  &c.  which  indeed  do  more  pro¬ 
perly  belong  to  them  then  to  the  apothecaries  5  hereby 
alfo  haply  many  occafions  of  quarrel  betwixt  Thy- 
(icians  and  the  Apothecaries  will  ceafe,  each  party  act¬ 
ing  according  to  his  own  way. 

By  this  means  Pfeudochymifts,  and  other  Mount e- 
hanks  mouths  and  revilings  will  be  flopped,  only  ex¬ 
claiming  for  this,  that  Phyficians  make  not  their  own 
Medicines.  But  fince  the  publication  of  thefe  papers 
I  am  informed  that  the  faid  Pfeudochy mills  and  Moun¬ 
tebanks  rail  againfl  me,  this  Book,  and  the  way  pro¬ 
pounded,  as  much  as  the  Apothecaries ,  though  before  e- 
qual  Enemies  each  to  others.  So  that  they  have  fulfil¬ 
led  the  Proverb,  of  like  to  lik?-  And no  wonder  fince 
hereby  their  Kingdom  of  darknefs  is  brought  to  light, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  oppofe  it,  as  the  Copper-Smiths 
were  to  jevile  St.  Paul  for  fpeaking  againfl  the  Idol 
of  Diana  of  the  Ephefians0  whereby  their  trade  was 
loft. 

And  as  for  the  reafonablenefs  of  it,  that  the  Pbyftcian 
ought  to  fupport  himfelf  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means, 
and  to  have  preeminence  above  thofe  ignorant  perfons 
that  incroach  upon  his  profeffion,  Stis  confeffed  by  all 
that  have  confidered  the  great  charge,  ftudy,  and  la¬ 
bour,  before  he  can  arrive  at  any  benefit  from  it  5  for 
he  muft  take  the  chargeable  degrees  of  Batchellor,  and 
Mafter  of  Arts,  Batchellor  of  Phyfic,  and  after  14 
years  (landing,  the  degree  of  Do&or  5  befides  his  bare 
expences  for  his  maintenance  in  the  Univerfity, 
Charges  in  Anatomies,  knowledg  of  natural  things  5 
Travels  abroad,  Chymiftry,  and  Experiments  5  his 
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Library,  Habit,  his  more  free  way  of  living  in  a  Sui¬ 
table  houfe,  and  Attendants,  greater  Taxes,  &c.  in- 
fomuch  that  a  Do&or  of  Phyfic  fpends  more  before  he 
comes  to  pra&ife,  then  will  letup  perhaps  a  dozen  Apo¬ 
thecaries  in  a  way  of  livelihood  5  and  befides,  great 
fums  of  money  before  he  can  put  himfelf  in  a  fitting 
Equipage :  whereas  on  the  contrary  ,  many  young 
men  before  their  time  of  Apprenticeship  is  out,  pro¬ 
vide  well  for  themfelves  by  Quacking  5  and  certainly 
the  Study  of  Phyfic,  andconfequently  the  knowledge 
of  Nature,  muft  bid  farewel  to  the  Universities,  if 
Shops  be  permitted  to  make  praftifers,  for  fuch  the  peo¬ 
ple  will  foon  create  Do&ors^  which  title  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry  takes  upon  him,  though  he  understand  not  the  reafon 
of  the  name,  to  the  great  fhame  of  the  Universities, 
and  Faculty,  when  ignorant  people  (hall  give,  and  they 
challenge  the  fame  title  for  nothing,  attained  by  the 
Thyfcian  at  a  great  rate  and  long  Study,  the  vulgar  ta¬ 
king  Pra&ifer  and  DoUor  to  fignifie  the  fame  thing. 
And  which  noperfonsof  knowledg  and  education  do, 
and  perhaps  mod  other  perfons  give  them  in  way  of 
Jeering. 

From  the  handfom  Support  of  Vhyfcians  thefe  bene¬ 
fits  will  accrue  to  the  publick,  that  thereby  the  honour 
all  Nations  yield  to  the  Englifti  vhyfcians  will  be  kept 
up,  who  in  the  late  times,  when  the  reputation  of  the 
Nation  was  well  neer  forfeited  abroad,  the  vhyficians 
then  in  being,  moll:  whereof  are  now  living ,  and 
Members  of  the  College  ,  maintained  the  credit,  for 
learning  and  value,  of  this  Kingdom,  and  fince  his 
MajeSties  happy  return,  fome  of  them  have  kept  up 
the  honour  of  the  Faculty  5  which  manifefdy  appears 
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bythegreat  efteem  Foreigners  have  of  their  Books, 
by  often  printing  them,  andtranflating  into  Latin  what 
hath  been  publilhed  in  Engliih  ,  though  they  are  no 
where  Co  deprefl'ed  as  in  England. 

A  fecond  benefit  to  the  publick  is,  that  men  of  com¬ 
petent  Eftates  will  breed  up  their  Sons  in  the  Art  of 
Phyfic,  giving  them  fuch  education  as  is  necefi'ary,  and 
will  not  vouchfafe  to  place  them  out  to  Apothecaries , 
though  now  adays  want  of  learning  and  degrees  are 
adjudged  as  needful  a  qualification  for  the  exercife  of 
Phyfic,  as  formerly  ’twas  for  Preaching,  and  the  Shops 
fit  to  fupply  both.  ’  '  , 

I  will  conclude  this  part  of  my  difeourfe  with  this 
obfervation,  that  the  Laws  of  England  in  all  their  Acts 
of  Parliament,  have  granted  the  pra&ice  of  Phyfic 
to  Thy  Cl  dans  and  them  alone,  and  in  noclaufe  thereof 
put  in  any  reftraintat  all  upon  them,  but  every  where, 
either  new  priviledges,  or  a  confirmation  of  the  old, 
have  been  granted,  by  the  laid  powers.  Whereas  on 
the  contrary,  the  Law  ftippofeth  cheats  in  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  Shops,  and  therefore  impowers  our  Cenfors  to 
deftroy  and  burn  what  they  find  bad  and  corrupt. 

The  next  thing  to  be  treated  of,  (hall  be  the  ways  of 
Apothecaries  creeping  into  pra&ice,  and  their  unfitnefs 
thereunto.  As  to  the  firft,  heretofore  when  they  were 
Members  of  the  Company  of  Grocers,  and  difperfed 
in  place,  as  well  as  in  counfel,  they  then  were  wholy 
fubordinate  to  the  PhjJtcians ,  only  keeping  in  their 
Shops,  and  faithfully  making  the  preferiptions  they 
received  from  the  phpfician,  and  when  made,  fending 
them  to  the  Patientby  their  men  (as  they  ftill  continue 
to  do  in  Foreign  Countries)  and  not  committing  the 
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preparation  to  raw  Boys,  or  Apprentices,  which  is  the 
trueintereft  of  the  Patient  they  (hould  do  here  like- 
wife.  But  in  procefs  of  time,  Phyftcians  in  acute  di- 
feafes  having  taught  them  (omewhat,  fent  them  to  vifit 
their  Patients ,  to  give  them  the  bell  account  they 
could  of  the  eflateof  their  health,  and  effedt  of  their 
Medicines.  And  of  later  years  fome  Phy  ftcians  took 
them  along  with  them  in  their  Vifits,  whereby  they 
acquired  a  little  fmattering  of  difeafes ,  by  which 
means,  and  their  continual  officioufnefs,  they  infinua- 
ted  themfelves  into  Families,  and  by  applying  (right, 
or  wrong)  the  terms  of  Art  they  had  learned  from 
the  Phyfcians^  they  made  people  believe  they  had  ac¬ 
quired  fome  kill  in  the  Art,  and  afterwards  began  to 
venture  a  little  at  practice,  and  but  until  thefe  io  years 
laftpaft  kept  themfelves  within  fome  bounds  and  li¬ 
mits  5  but  fincethat  time  have  daily  more  and  more 
incroached  upon  our  Profeffion,  being  affifted  by  a 
greater  familiarity  of  converfation  with  younger  Phy~ 
l tcians .  And  in  the  Plague  time  they  took  upon  them 
the  whole  Praftice  of  Phyfic,  which  ever  fincethey 
have  continued,  being  much  helped  alfo  therein  by  the 
difperfing  of  Phy  ftcians  into  places  unknown  to  their 
Patients ,  by  the  Fire,  but  above  all  by  the  burning  of 
the  College ,  by  means  whereof  their  Government  and 
view  of  their  Shops  have  been  omitted,  infomuch  that 
now  they  are  pad  all  reftraint,  having  infinuated  and 
(as  they  think)  rooted  themfelves  by  the  aforefaid 
Artifices,  fothat  there  remains  now  no  other  real  re¬ 
medy  but  that  propofed. 

Now  here  I  (hall  takeoccafion  in  a  (hort  digreffion* 
$o  difeourfe briefly  thereafon,  why  iu  all  Ages  there 
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have  been  fo  many  pretenders  to  Phy  fic,  and  why 
fome  of  them  have  got  reputation  in  the  World.  One 
hath  been  mentioned  before,  viz.  the  great  charges 
fick  men  are  put  to,  cauled  by  the  reparation  of  the 
fhyfician  from  the  Apothecary .  But  the  principal  reafon 
is,  the  want  of  knowledge  in  moftperfons,  both  of  the 
materials  ufed,  and  the  grounds  for  which  they  are 
applyed.  Infomuch  that  there  are  but  few  that  can 
judg,  and  diftinguifh  rightly  of  either,  and  no  won¬ 
der  therefore  that  in  their  reafonings  they  commit 
more  abfurd  miftakes,  or  Paralogifms  then  in  any 
other  Art  whatfoever,  and  cenfur eVhy  Qcians  by  the 
fuccefs  alone.  Which  my  Lord  Vernlam  accounts 
the  great  unhappinelsbothof  the  Statef-man  and  the 
Fhyficiat. both  being  alike  cenfured  by  thofe  that 
know  not  the  bottom  and  rife  of  their  Adlions  and 
Counfels.  For  how  can  any  man  in  either  make  a 
found  Judgment  without  a  full  knowledge  of  thebu- 
jfinefs  it  felf,  and  of  all  the  circumftaaces  thereunto 
belongings  nor  in  Phyfic  without  the  concurrent 
knowledg  of  the  fick  mans  habit,  difeafe,  caufe,  re¬ 
medies,  and  many  other  particulars  neceffary  to  make 
a  clear  judgment  upon  the  fuccefs  ?  Y et  not  withftand- 
ing,  many  will  cenfure  and  grumble  at  the  aftions  of 
the  Statef-men,  though  their  proceedings  have  been 
never  fb  wife,  and  prudent,  and  oft-times  from  mutter¬ 
ing  and  whifpering,fallto  down-right  diftaft,  and  mu¬ 
tiny  againft  their  Superiors.  So  that  the  good  fuccefs, 
in  State-affairs ,  of  rafh  and  imprudent  undertakers, 
have  been  extolled  and  preferred  before  the  wary,, 
and  prudent  management ,  and  guidance  of  the  fo - 
bereft  and  wifeft  Statef-men*  The  fame  likewife 
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happens  between  the  bol &  Empiric >  and  learned*!:  vhy~ 
(ician.  But  in  this  way  of  cenfuring,  the  Statef-man 
"hath  this  advantage  above  the  Phyfician  ,  that  "tis 
poffible  he  may  meet  with  a  ferics  of  Bufinefs  fo  cir- 
cumftantiated,  as  feldom  or  never  to  mifcarry,  efpe- 
cially  having  a  greater  power  over  fubordinate  per- 
fons  then  phyficians  have.  But  the  irreverfible  ftatute 
of  Heaven  forbids  us  to  expeft  a  conftant  recovery  of 
omPatientsfov  ’tis  appointed^that  all  men  muft  die/Tis 
fufficient  therefore  for  us  ,  to  employ  thole  remedies 
God  hath  given  to  the  Sons  of  men3  to  the  utmoft 
vertue  the  Creator  hath  endowed  them  withal :  fince 
his  eternal  decree  hath  limited  their  efficacy  from  ma¬ 
king  man  immortal.  Now  fince  (if  menjudgbythe 
fuccefs  alone)  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  but  that  the  mo  ft 
learned  Phy  [ician ,  and  moft  fottifh  Empiric  muft  be 
thought  equal  in  (kill,  by  thofethat  are  not  able  to 
make  a  right  judgment  and  difference  betwixt  them 
on  other  principles.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs  ,  that 
where  fome  ignorant  perfon  hath  cured  accidentally 
a  flight  difeafe,  and  a  Phy  (ician  hath  a  Patient  dye  of  an 
irrecoverable  Cafe.,  here  the  Empiric  (hall  be  applau¬ 
ded,  and  the  Thy (ician  decryed.  Nay  many  will  fay 
the  difeafe  is  the  fame  in  both.,  whereas  we  daily  fee 
moft  grofs  miftakes  in  fuch  opinions,  when  the  Cafes 
differ  totally  in  their  Nature,  agreeing  in  one  fign  only 
common  to  both  the  Cafes  propofed,  nay  to  many 
other  alfo.  Furthermore,  if  a  Patient  dy  under  an 
Empirics  hand,  the  friends  willingly  conceal  their 
Names,  left  fome  diferedit  fhould  befal  them  for  ufing 
fuch  worthlefs  pra&ifers  5  but  if  under  the  hands  of 
a  knowixPhyficiari,  he  (hall  be  fureto  be  named,  and 
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fometimes  his  attendance  falfly  fathered  on  him,  when 
Mountebanks  only  have  been  employed  .•  but  to  befure 
if  an  Empiric  hath  firft  been  made  ufe  of,  and  after¬ 
wards  an  able  Thyfician  called  in  (when  all  opportu¬ 
nity  of  doing  good  was  paftj)  and  the  Patient  dy,  the 
Mountebanks  hath  never  been  mentioned.,  but  the  Phyfi- 
cian  perhaps  condemned, though  he  hath  done  what¬ 
ever  could  have  been  thought  on, rational  in  that  Cafe. 

Add  to  the  former  reafons,  the  bold  and  confident 
brags,  and  promifesof  Empirics^  that  they  have  cured 
worfe  difeafes,  and  will  in  few  hours  free  them  from 
their  maladies.,  efjpecially  where  fober  Phyficians  have 
pronounced  doubtfully  of  the  event.  No  wonder 
that  thefepleafing  promiies  to  perfons  in  danger  and 
diftrefs  bring  them  into  employment  even  with  a  re- 
je#ionof  the  former  fober  Pkyfician. 

Befides,  afoolifh  opinion  prevails  withfome  igno¬ 
rant  perfonS,  that  they  will  deal  only  with  fuch  as  will 
undertake  the  Cure,  (that  is)  contra#  with  them  for 
a  fum  of  money,  one  half whereof  to  be  payed  in  hand, 
and  the  other  the  Cure  being  done,  and  (b  are  ufually 
cheated  of  one  half  of  their  money  5  and  fuch  peo¬ 
ple  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  fuch  Phyjicians  as 
will  not  undertake  them  in  this  fence. 

Another  Stratagem  is,  to  give  ftrange  and  hard 
names  to  their  Medicines ,  fuch  as  are  Pilule  radiis 
Solis  extract#,  and  in  Englifh  is  no  more  then  Pills 
dryed  to  that  confiftence  by  the  Sun-Beams  ,  which 
ignorant  people  have  thought  were  made  of  the  Sun 
Beams.  Others  commend  their  Extra#  of  the  Soul 
of  the  Heathen  Gods.  One  fets  up  with  a  receipt  re¬ 
ceived  from  Van  Helmonts  own  hands  3  Another  hath 
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received  from  a  Jew  the  ftiining  of  Mofcs  Face  5  nay  I 
have  heard  aPfeudochymifi:  blafphemoufly  brag,  he 
(aw  in  the  making  of  a  grand  Elixir ^  the  Quinteflence 
of  the  Trinity  in  Unity,  and  infinite  other  pitiful  cap¬ 
tivations  of  filly  people,  tobefeenon  every  Gate  and 
Poft  of  this  City  5  fuch  as  are  the  Spirit  of  the  Salt  of 
the  World,  Vanchymagogon ,  and  other  ten-footed 
Greek  names ,  and  (bme  other  Mongrel  non-fenfical 
ones  compounded  of  feveral  Languages  3  promising 
certain,  fpeedy,  and  concealed  Cure  of  incurable  Di- 
feafes. 

And  no  lefs  ridiculous  and  abfurd  to  confidering 
perfonsare,  their  cantings  of  themfelves,  wherewith 
they  no  lefs  befool,  amufe,  and  beguile  the  people  5 
as  that  by  long  prayer,  and  feeking  of  God,  they  have 
had  many  fecrets  revealed  to  them  from  Heaven. 
Another  by  long  Travels  through  Hungary ,  Totandy 
&c.  hath  attained  great  fecrets  from  Kings  and  Empe- 
rours.  Another  a  Gentleman  lately  come  from  Ox¬ 
ford ,  or  Cambridge  Cures  the  Pox,  Running  of  the 
Reins,  Sec.  in  Capital  Letters,  at  all  which  what 
fober  man  cannot  but  laugh  ?  Yet  fuch  as  thefe  are  in¬ 
ducements  to  many  to  refort  to  them  3  moreover  fome 
of  them  are  Aftrologers ,  Phyfiognomers,  Fortune¬ 
tellers  ,  Profeffors  of  Palmiftry  and  fuch  other  vain 
Arts,  much  applauded  by  the  weaker  fort  of  people. 

Befides,  the  former  they  have  their  Emiffaries, 
Scouts,  and  Setters  up  and  down, to  cry  up  the  (kill 
and  feigned  Cures  done  by  them,  Nurfes,  Good-fel¬ 
lows,  Midwives,  &c.  to  make  up  the  cry  and  full 
noife. 

Now  it 
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they  underftand  not,and  for  Admiration  to  infer  Love, 
and  Love  Praife,  and  Praife  the  ufe  efpecially  of  fuch 
things  as  are  fet  off  with  high  and  lofty  expreffions,  it 
neceffarily  follows  that  fuch  perfons  will  cry  up,  and 
make  ufe  of,  thofe  that  by  thefe  means  captivate  their 
underftandings,  efpecially  their  credits  being  ingaged 
alfo  5  but  above  all ,  if  they  proceed  from  meaner 
perfons,  of  whom  they  are  moft  credulous,  having  in 
fufpition  wifer  men,  believing  the  former  are  not  able, 
and  that  the  wifer  are  able,  and  therefore  will  de¬ 
ceive  them.  All  which  appears  in  fome  with  us  cry- 
ed  up  above  any  Thyfician  that  ever  was  in  England) 
though  for  pitiful,  dangerous,  nay  fometimes  mortal 
Medicines,  whereby  great  fums  of  money  have  been 
gained  in  a  fhorttime.  I  (hall  inftance  firft  in  Lochyers 
Pills  made  of  Antimony ,  difcovered  to  be  fo  by  fome  of 
my  Collegues0  and  my  felf,  at  the  firft  felling  of  them. 
A  Medicine  as  ill  made  as  any  of  that  Mineral,  and  no 
Thyfician  though  meanly  verfed  in  Chymiftry ,  but 
could  have  excelled  it.  Y et  fo  great  a  V ogue  this  Pill 
had  for  fome  time,  that  infinite  people  reforted  to  him, 
and  purchafed  them  for  their  lives,  both  forthem- 
felves,  and  Families,  and  (as  IhaveheardJ  for  their 
pofterities  too.  Though  a  common  Chimney  in  a 
little  time  would  have  made  enough  of  it  to  have 
fervedthe  whole  Nation  for  fome  years  to  come,  and 
that  at  very  fmall  charges.  But  Experience,  the  Tutor 
of  too  many,  hath  in  a  fhort  time  brought  thefePills 
into  a  dif-ufe,if  not  a  total  Oblivion,  even  amongft 
the  vulgar. 

A  fecond  cryed  up  Medicine  was  Mathews' s  Pills, 
made  of  Opium  (to  which  the  virtue  of  the  whole 
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Compofition  mufc  be  attributed)  of  white  Eelkhor 
Roots,andOyl  of  Turpentine,  whereto  fome  add  Salt  of 
Tartar,  which  will  puzzle  the  moft  knowing  Naturalift 
to  declare  why  thefe  (hould  be  thus  jumbled  together  5 
unlefsto  obfeure  the  Opium .  ’Tis  indeed  a  very  cun¬ 
ning  Compofition,  for  by  giving  reft  and  eafe  it  may  ea~ 
fily  decoy  people  into  the  ufe  of  them,  though  by  long 
taking  of  them,  difeafes  become  far  more  uncurable 
then  they  are  in  their  own  Nature. 

A  third  Univerfal  Medicine  was  Hughes's  Powder, 
fold  by  him  at  10/.  the  Grain,  and  3/.  ioj*.  the  Dole, 
made  doubtlefs  of  Gold  and  Quickfilver.  The  taft 
and  weight  of  itmanifeftly  difeover  the  former  to  be 
an  ingredient  into  it,  ana  the  effeft,  viz.  Salivation 
proves  the  latter  to  be  part  of  the  compound.  Befides 
I  have  made  of  thefe  two  diflolved,  and  digefted  in 
their  peculiar  Menftruums,  in  no  long  (pace  of  time,  a 
Medicine  that  had  the  fame  effe&with  his,  and  in  the 
fame  Dofe  5  and  having  a  View  of  his  Cabinet  left 
after  his  Death,  containing  a  large  quantity  of  the  faid 
Powder  (being  all  he  left  behind  him)  there  was  found 
crude  Gold ,  and  Quickfilver  in  the  fame  Cabinet. 
Now  thefe  three  Notorious  Univerfal  Medicines 
were  put  to  fale  by  moft  ignorant  perfons.  Add  here¬ 
unto  the  forementioned  jJ/r.  De-lauris  Pill,  whereof  I 
(hall  fay  nothing,  being  mentioned  under  the  Name  of 
the  Vilnlae  ex  duobusjxx  the  London  Difpenfatory ,  though 
fome  make  them  of  the  Extraft  of  Coloquintida .  The 
laft  of  any  Fame  with  us,  were  Dr.  Goddard's  Drops, 
a  good  Medicine,  but  not  fo  univerfal,  and  (iiperla- 
tiveashe  would  have  made  the  World  believe,  and 
was  nothing  elfebut  what  fome  Fhyficians  many  years  , 
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fince  enjoyed.  T  well  remember  that  in  the  late 
troubles,  a  Perfon  then  in  great  Authority,  having: 
cryed  up  this  above  all  the  Medicines  in  the  World, 
a  round  wager  was  offered,  that  the  Doctor  fhould  not 
diftinguifh  his  own  from  two  others  that  fhould  be 
brought  him,  both  which  were  but  Spirit  of  Harts- 
horn*  But  the  wager  would  not  be  accepted  of. 
Furthermore,  that  this  Medicine  of  his  was  Spirit  of 
Harts-horn ,  fome  relations  plainly  argue  5  One  where¬ 
of  was  the  following. 

A  certain  perfon  in  Norfolk  having  fent  for  as  much 
as  came  to  a  it/,  and  dying  upon  the  2d.  dofe  of  it, 
and  by  accident  moft  part  of  the  remainder  being 
ipilt$  there  comes  in  a  friend  to  the  Houle,  of  fome 
Ikill,  who  fuppofing  it  to  be  Spirit  of  Harts-horn ,  told 
the  Widow  he  would  endeavour  to  gain  back  the 
money  for  her.  And  thereupon  went  to  a  Chymifr, 
and  bought  as  much  of  the  faid  Spirit,  as  would  make 
up  the  quantity  purchafed  of  Dr.  Goddard,  who  after 
Tryal  of  it  by  finell,  and  taft,  acknowledged  it  to  be 
his,  and  honeftly  payed  back  the  fum  ’twas  firft  fold 
for  5  which  I  think  few  of  the  Mountebanks  do*  Sure 
I  am  that  a  Quack  fold  21  Pills  for  20/.  whereof  the 
Tatient  took  4  at  two  dofes,  to  the  great  hazard  of 
his  life,  who  then  repairing  to  me  for  my  advice,  I  by 
Tryal  of  one  of  them  found  them  to  be  Mercurial,  and 
wifhedhim  to  return  them  back,  but  the  Quack  would 
not  give  him  10  s.  for  the  16  remaining. 

The  inference  and  fum  of  what  hath  been  faid,  is  to 
fhew  briefly  by  what  Artifices  people  are  deceived  irs 
their  Healths,  and  Purfes,  and  how  eafily  the  ignorant 
arecouzened,  andfuch  practices  ufed,  that  vhyftciansy 
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men  of  honefly  and  repute,  would  be  afhamed  to  own, 
and  muft  by  ufing  them  in  a  (hort  time  be  ruined  and 
difcredited.  And  Rich  Cheats  as  thefe,  the  College  of 
Pf.ydcians  are  bound  by  thcLaws  of  theLand  to  decry, 
and  punifh  (though  by  fo  doing  it  hath  often  incurred 
the  cenfure  and  clamor  of  the  vulgar)  Betides  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  the  14th.  and  iph.  of  Henry  the  Eighth  in- 
joyns  us  to  it,  declaring  that  ’tis  good  for  the  Com¬ 
mon-wealth  of  this  Realm,  and  therefore  expedient, 
and  neceffary  to  provide  thatnoperfon  of  the  College 
of  rhydc/.ins  (for  all  pradilcrs  then  were  of  the  faid 
body)  be  fuffered  to  exercife,  and  praftife  Phyfic, 
but  only  thofeperfons  that  be  profound,  fad,  and  dis¬ 
creet,  groundly  learned,  and  deeply  ftudyed  in  Phy- 
fic.  Now  certain  it  is,  that  none  of  the  faid  body  did 
or  dare  ufe  any  of  the  forementioned  frauds  and  de¬ 
ceits,  but  will  con  (bandy  indeavour  (fince  ’tis  impofli- 
ble  but  there  will  be  Cheatees;  (according  to  the  old 
Proverb,  Populus  vult  decipi ,  The  People  will  be  de¬ 
ceived)  to  abridge  the  number  of  the  Cheaters, 
whoanfwer  to  the  former  part  of  the  Proverb,  Deci¬ 
pi  at  nr,  Let  them  be  convened. 

I  (hall  end  this  difcourfe  by  returning  from  my  di- 
greffion  to  the  apothecaries ,  who  may  and  do  u(e  fome 
of  the  tricks  before-mentioned,  and  (hall  here  briefly 
recite  fome  great  advantages  they  have  ,  and 
make  ufe  of  above  Phjjic'ems.  One  is,  that  they  live 
in  this  City  7  or  8  years  as  Apprentices ,  as  alio  by 
their  retail  T rade,  and  by  living  in  open  Shops,  by 
frequent  converfe  with  their  fellow  Citizens,  whether 
in  Commerce  or  Offices,  by  many  friendly  and  Neigh¬ 
bourly  mutual  kindnefles  and  actions,  wherein  they 
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fpend  their  whole  lives,  and  are  never  diverted  by  ftu- 
dies,  and  ingenuity  from  their  propofed  way  of  gain, 
by  all  which  means  they  get  into  a  fixed  familiarity 
and  good  opinion  with  their  Neighbours,  and  a  large 
acquaintance  in  the  World.  Now  for  their  lkill,be- 
fides  what  hath  been  before-mentioned,  and  common 
to  them  with  the  Mountebank^ ,  viz.  Vapouring  and 
braging  of  their  (kill,  and  decrying  Fhyficians ,  by  talk¬ 
ing  above  the  Capacity  of  thofe  they  converfe  with, 
who  therefore  take  all  they  fay  to  be  authentick, 
though  never  fo  abfurd,  and  trivial,  and  many  times  to 
fetoff  themfelves  they  will  venture  to  ipeakLatine 
cofnmonly  as  falfe  as  the  matter ,  although  fome  of 
them  at  Coffee-Houfes ,  and  in  other  mixt  Companies,by 
venturing  fo  boldly  have  been  met  with  and  baffled, 
and  made  to  depart  thence  with  (hame  and  diferedit 
enough,  which  their  friends  and  acquaintance  take 
little  notice  of.  Add  hereunto  their  expofing  to  view 
their  Compofitions  of  Treacle ,  Mithridate ,  Diajcov- 
dium  and  Alkermes>  which  all  their  friends,  and  neigh¬ 
bours  onetime  or  another  muft  fee  5  (being  fet  offby 
fome  very  curioully)  and  feeing  cannot  but  admire  the 
great  charge,  art,  and  labour  of  the  Apothecary ,  and 
perhaps  hear  his  learned  Lefture  upon  them,  whereby 
they  imply  their  great  (kill,  knowledg  in  the  virtues  of 
theft  ingredients,  and  consequently  an  ability  to  pra- 
ftife  with  them  5  all  which  are  below  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  a  Fhyfician  5  and  therefore  a  long  time  is  ne- 
eeffary  for  him  to  gain  acquaintance  ,  wanting  the 
fore-mentioned  opportunities  the  Apothecaries  enjoy. 
AaSly 3  Their  painted  Pots  andGlafles,  with  falfe 
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Titles  on  them,  more  win  the  vulgar  then  a  Thy  Ciciaus 
Library  of  far  greater  value. 

As  to  their  incapacity  for  Pra&ice,  ytis  manifeftby 
their  education  ,  and  ignorance  of  all  thofe  things 
which  are  required  in  an  able  Phyfcia^  viz.  theknow- 
ledgof  Arts  and  Languages  5  by  the  former  whereof 
men  learn  the  way  and  rules  of  obferving,  and  im¬ 
provements  to  be  made  thereon  5  by  the  latter,  what 
the  learned  fearchers  of  Nature  have  in  all  Ages  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of,  neceffary,  and  little  enough  in  an  Art 
fb  difficult  as  that  of  Phyfic.  They  are  wholy  igno¬ 
rant  alia  of  all  Philofophy,  and  the  very  Elements  of 
the  Art,  and  therefore  unfkillful  in  knowing  difea- 
fes  5  and  more  furely  their  caufes,  whereto  refpeft  is 
to  be  had  ,  as  well  as  to  the  difeafes,  to  which,  fit 
remedies  are  to  be  applyed.,  For  want  of  Anatomy 
know  neither  the  part  affected,  nor  how  ’tis  affe&ed  3 
much  left  any  thing  of  Chirurgical  directions.  And 
through  their  ignorance  in  Philofophy,  and  Arts,  they 
have  not  (kill  enough  toadvife  a  diet  futable  to  difea¬ 
fes,  a  thing  mod  neceffary,  as  well  in  curing  difeafes 
as  in  prefer ving  of  health,  and  which  requires  a  great 
infight  into  the  nature  of  things  3  nor  the  true  grounds 
andreafons  of  compounding,  pra&ifing  their  way  ra¬ 
ther  by  rote  then  by  rule  3  with  better  reafon  may  a 
Brick-layer  or  Carpenter  pretend  to  be  a  Mathemati¬ 
cal,  or  a  Common  Fidler  to  be  a  Mufick  R  eader  in 
the  Univerfities,  or  Greff jam-College ,  fince  both  thefe 
have  the  practical  part  of  thofe  Sciences,  which 
apothecaries,  have  not  in  Phyfic  ,  in  the  leaft  mea- 
fure. 

And  to  conceal  their  mifadlings^  they  generally  do 
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all  by  word  of  mouth,  and  not  enter  their  pre- 
fcriptions  into  their  Books,  being  haply  afhamed 
any  knowing  men  fhould  difcover  their  fin^of  omif- 
fion ,  as  dangerous  many  times  in  point  of  life  and 
health,  as  thole  of  their  commiffion.Wherea  sThyficians 
Bills  are  on  the  File,  or  regiftred  in  Order  in  their 
own  Books,  which  is  their  juftification  from  all  mif- 
reprefentations. 

Again,  they  fufficiently  confefs  their  ignorance,  by 
calling  in  Thyficians  when  their  own,  or  any  of  their 
relations  healths  are  concerned,  and  the  fame  all  peo¬ 
ple  acknowledge,  when  they  are  in  diftrels  and  dan¬ 
ger.  And  very  few  underftanding  per  Ions,  and  none 
that  are  learned  and  knowing,  will  trull  them  at  all. 
But  I  (hall  refer  the  Reader  to  the  forementioned 
Writer  againft  the  Apothecaries,  viz.  Dr.  Daniel Coxe, 
who  permitted  me  to  name  him  here  5  by  whom  this 
and  many  other  things  here  but  briefly  touched,  are 
judiciouily  handled,  and  more  largely. 

And  as  for  their  (kill  inpraftice,  we  daily  feetheir 
grofs  errours  and  omiffions,  being  called  where  they 
have  given  Medicines.  I  (hall  inftance  only  in  one 
thathapnedat  the  writing  hereof 5  viz .  that  an  apo¬ 
thecary  gave  ftrong  Purging  Pills  on  the  Fit  day 
of  a  gentle  Quartan  Ague ,  which  turned  it  into  a 
violent  Fever,  to  the  great  hazard  of  the  Patients 
life. 

And  at  how  eafie  rates  they  praftife,  many  of  their 
Bills  brought  and  complained  of  to  our  College ,  (in 
fome  whereof  I  have  feen  Fees  fet  down  for  Vi- 
fits)  witnefs,  wherein  upon  a  flight  difeafe  5  /.  hath 
been  demanded  for  four  days  practice.  And  I  have 
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heard  one  of  them  brag,  that  he  commonly  had  from 
20  to  ioo /.  befides  prefents ,  for  cure  of  a  Clap 
(as  they  call  it)  which  might  have  been  more 
fpeedily  and  fecurely  performed  for  a  manifold  lefler 
lum. 

I  now  come  to  anfwer  fome  flight  objections  5  as 
firft,  that  Physicians  are  unfkillful  in  the  Art  of  ma¬ 
king  Medicines  5  but  fure  thofe  that  thus  object  can¬ 
not  deny  them  that  ability  which  Ladies,  and  almofir 
all  ordinary  women  have  5  viz.  bf  diftilling  of  waters 
of  all  forts,  making  of  Syrups,  Conferves,  Preferves, 
Powders,  Trochifcs ,  Ele&uaries  (and  what  not)  and 
as  many  think,  more  cleanly  and  neatly  then  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  and  fome  of  them  Ointments,  and  Plafters, 
in  which  two  lyes  their  main  (kill.  Some  where¬ 
of,  to  thofe  that  underftand  not  the  way  of  diflo- 
lutionof  bodies,  and  the  nature  of  their  mixture  may 
be  difficult.  Yet  this  defeat  they  may  fupply  by 
leffenin'g  the  number  of  ingredients,  and  may 
perform  more  with  2,  or  5  Simples,  then  with  the 
larger  Compofitions ,  as  ’tis  manifeft  in  the  ufe  of 
G  alb  ami  m  alone  ,  now  u(ed  and  found  better  then 
Emplajirum  Hyjiericum  0  confifting  of  2 1  ingre¬ 
dients. 

And  though  n$  matters  now  fcand ,  Phyficians  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  counted  fuperiour  to  Apothecaries 
in  their  Art,  yet  every  one  knows  that  they  alone  are 
the  prefcrikers  and  dire&ors  of  the  Apothecaries  in 
what  they  know,  and  are  able  to  puzzle  them  in  infi¬ 
nite  things  that  concern  their  Trade,  befides  in  Che¬ 
mical  preparations,  whereof  rnoft  of  them  are  totally 
ignorant,  and (hould  Phyficians  withdraw  themfelves 
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from  their  convention,  few  pretenders'  to  Phyfic 
would  appear  more  unfkillful  then  they,  neither  know¬ 
ing  how  to  deal  with  a  new  Simple,  nor  a  new  diieale. 
And  for  all  their  pretences  of  fkili  in  Drugs,  Vis  moft 
certain  that  the  State  makes  Phyficiansy  not  Apotheca¬ 
ries ,  Judges  of  them  5  and  the  Statute  of  Henry  the 
VIII.  appoints  the  College  Cenforsupon  Oath,  not  the 
Apothecaries ,  tojudg,  and  condemn  falfeand  fophifti- 
cated  Medicines. 

A  fecond  objeftion  wherewith  they  flatter  them- 
felves,  is,  that  the  great  expence  of  time  in  preparing 
Medicines  will  keep  Phyjicians  from  this  courfe.  I 
anfwer,  that  the  Phyjician  needs  not  fpend  much  more 
then  half  an  hour  in  a  day,  one  with  another,  on  this 
work,  and  may  fafter  difpenfe  them  then  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  to  Hofpitals,who  in  an  afternoon  can  provide  for 
ioo,nayfometimes  200  fick  men,  and  carry  them  to 
the  Hofpital,  and  difpofe  them  to  each  Angle  perfon, 
which  takes  up  much  time,  which  the  Phyjicians  Ser¬ 
vants  need  not  be  put  to. 

A  third  objeftion  is,  that  this  courfe,  which  before 
"twas  put  in  praftice  they  derided,  now  ufed  is  railed 
at,  will  undo  them.  I  anfwer,thatif  needs,  one  or 
the  other  muft  be  ruined,  ’tismore  reafonable  that  the 
Apothecary  (houldfuffer  then  the  Phyjician^  becaufe  the 
one  aftsbut  his  duty,  and  for  the  publick  good,  but 
the  other  are  tranfgreffors  of  the  Law,  and  aft  above 
the  Sphere  of  their  fkili,  and  do  many  prejudices  to 
the  precious  lives,  and  healths  of  men  3  and  the  rather 
becaufe  Vis  in  their  own  power  to  prevent  this  mife 
chief,  by  ftinting  the  number  of  their  Servants  (as  Vis 
in  foreign  parts,  and  in  England  alfo,  in  very  many  if 
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'not  rnoft  other  Trades.  Nay  our  State  allows  but 
a  fet  number  of  Printers^  for  they  acknowledg  them™ 
Pelves,  that  the  exceeding  increafe  ot  their  number 
muft  neceflarily  in  a  (hort  time  bring  them  all  to  lift¬ 
ing  and  beggery,  and  a  greater  want  of  fkill  then  what 
they  now  pretend  to.  Bat  to  anfwer  this  Objection 
more  fully,  i  affirm  apothecaries  have  made  and  do 
makeufe  of  feveral  other  ways  of  fubfiftence  3  be¬ 
sides  their  bare  trades  (none  of  which  Thyiicians  can 
ufe)  viz.  fome  of  them  in  this  City  as  well  as  in  the 
Country  ,  fell  Grocery-wares,  and  by  both  together, 
gain  E (bates,  secondly ,  They  barter  in  Drugs  am 
other  Commodities,  felling  them  amongft  themfelves, 
and  to  other  Tradefmen.  Furthermore,  they  are  now 
building  a  Laboratory  to  make  all  forts  of  Chymical 
Medicines,  intending  to  fupply  the  whole  Nation  with 
them,  which  muft  neceflarily  undo  all  theChymifts  in 
London  5  and  whether  in  time  they  will  not  diftil 
Strong-waters,  &c.  (an  eafie  thing  for  them  to  un¬ 
dertake^)  and  by  this  means  to  mine  the  Corporation 
of  Diftillers  ofStrong-waters,  I  leave  to  the  faid  Com¬ 
pany  to  conceive  as  they  pleafe.  However, this  I  have 
heard  feveral  of  them  fay,  that  they  refolve  to  buy 
all  forts  of  Drugs,  and  make  a  Magazine  of  them,  as 
well  as  of  the  greater  Compofitions,  at  their  own  Hall} 
and  to  fell  them  to  the  Members  of  their  Company, 
whereby  the  Trade  of  the  Druggift,  muft  be  much 
leflened,  if  not  totally  over-thrown.  So  little  regard 
havethey  of  any  other  employment  but  of  their  own, 
yet  all  thefe  things  they  may  do  without  any  ofFenc, 
againft  the  Laws  of  the  Land.  Why  then  fhould  they 
who  have  fo  many  ways  of  fubfiftence,  envy,  am 
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ufurp  unlawfully  over  the  (ingle  and  lawful  way  grant¬ 
ed  Phyficians  for  their  livelihood  ?  Or  why  fhould 
they  repine,  and  revile  them  for  advancing  their  Art, 
the  publick  health  and  profit,  and  for  maintaining  their 
profeffion  by  their  Pens,and  actings  againft  themfelves, 
who  are  the  fird:  aggreflbrs  in  this  divifion?  Which  I 
profefs  to  be  the  foie  end  of  thefe  prefent  papers,  and 
heartily  wifh  they  may  thrive  and  prolper  as  long  as 
they  conform  themfelves  to  the  Laws  of  Honefty, 
Reafon,  and  of  the  Land.  Be(ides,why  may  not  the 
Plaifterer  more  reafonably  pretend  the  feme  to  the 
Painter,  and  many  other  Trades  againft  one  another, 
as  the  Brick-layer  to  the  Stone-Cutter,  &c.  that  they 
underftand  the  Trade,  and  that  truly  too,  and  that 
they  cannot  fubfift  without  this  incroachment  ?  And 
why  fhould  not  Chirurgeons  keep  open  Apothecaries 
Shops?  but  that  the  feme  Law  limits  thofe  Trade  f- 
men,  as  well  as  prohibits  the  Apothecary  from  the  pra¬ 
ctice  of  Phytic.  And  furely  the  Law  and  State  have 
no  confideration  of  thofe  per  ions  fubfiftence,  who 
conform  not  to  them  s  and  why  fhould  we  have  of 
thofe,  fubordinate  to  us,  who  againft  all  good  Con¬ 
fidence  take  away  from  us  all  that  is  our  due,  and 
continually  traduce  and  ftander  us  very  untruly  and 
defigningly? 

The  laft  obje&ion  (and  a  ftrange  one)  is,  that  in  this 
private  way  of  giving  Medicines,  Phyficians  may  poy- 
fon  their  Patients.  But  this  is  eafily  retorted  upon  the 
Apothecaries ,  who  may  themfelves  or  their  Servants 
do  the  like,  as  ’tis  known  in  the  poy  foning  of  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury  j  befides,  fince  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  but  that 
the  Patient  muft  truft  fomebody,  ’tis  better  to  truft  one 

then 


C*7) 

then  many  5  and  if  one,  better  him  whofe  education 
will  teach  him  better  Morality,  ("and  who  hath  given 
his  Faith  (equivalent  toan  Oath)  twice  to  the  Body 
ol  the  College  $  viz,,  once  at  his  admiffion  as  Candidate, 
and  a  fecond  time  at  his  admiffion  as  Fellow  5  whereby 
he  promifeth  in  thefe  words ,  That  he  (hall  give  no¬ 
thing  to  caufe  mifcarriage,  or  to  deftroy,  or  hinder 
Conception,  nor  Poyfons  (for  of  fuch  good  Medicines 
may  be  made)  to  an  evil  purpofe  5  nay  that  he  (hall 
not  even  teach  them  where  there  is  any  fufpicion  of 
ill  ufingof  them.  Which  promile  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  Oath  propofed  by  Hippoc.  to  Fhyfcians,  in  the  en¬ 
trance  to  his  Books )  then  (uch  as  want  thefe  qualifica¬ 
tions,  and  this  feemsto  be  the  rea(on  why  our  Common 
Law  makes  it  Felony,  for  any  perfon  to  have  any  one 
dy  under  his  hand,  unlels  he  were  a  lawful  Fhyjrcian. 
More  noble  and  generous  was  the  opinion  of  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great,  concerning  his  Fhy  fician,  who  confi¬ 
dently  drank  off  that  Medicine  which  cured  him, 
though  he  was  before  informed  by  feme  friend  that 
'twas  poyfoned.  Neither  can  Hiftory  it  felf  to  my 
knowledg  produce  any  example,  that  ever  any  fuch 
fooliffi  Villany  was  afted ;  Though  doubtlefs  many 
lives  might  have  beenfavedif  the  Apothecaries  would 
have  complyed  with  the  College ,  in  their  propofed  Or¬ 
ders  for  felling  Rtts-bane. 

In  the  next  place  I  (hall  recite  forae  few  of  their  de¬ 
vices  againft  thofe  Fhyficians  in  particular  that  make 
their  own.  Medicines  ,.  as  to  tell  the  Fatjcnt  that  is 
averfe  to  Chymical  Medicines,  that  the  DoUor  is  Chy- 
mical,  and  that  becaufe  for footh  he  makes  his  own  Me¬ 
dicines  j  but  to  thofe  that  affeift  Chymical,  that  the 
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Do&or  is  but  a  Galenift,  and  ufeth  only  dull  and  in- 
effe&ual  remedies,  as  beft  fuits  to  the  fick  mans  Pa- 
lat.  Afecondis,  that  if  this  Phyfician  be  called  into 
a  Patient'^  the  Apothecary  will  pretend  prefent  danger, 
and  in  his  abfence  call  in  another,  or  pretend  he  is 
abroad  when  he  is  not,  or  el  fe  that  the  Cafe  requires 
the  counfel  of  two  Phyficians $  and  what  other  de¬ 
vices  they  life,  I  have  not  well  learned. 

Now  briefly  follow  fome  fin  all  Scandals  they  caff 
upon  the  (aid  Phyficians ,  as  firft  that  they  do  it  for 
want  of  pra&ice}  the  falfity  whereof  is  known  by 
thofe  few  that  do  act  this  way  already  ,  and  fhortly 
"twill  be  more  apparent ,  when  many  more  of  good 
practice,  lingular  parts  and  honefty  will  do  the  like,  * 
and  certainly  nothing  but  lazynefs,  ignorance,  or  want 
ofwill  to  do  the  utmoft  good  they  are  able  for  the  lick, 
can  hinder  them  from  fo  doing,  except  age,  infirmity 
of  body,  or  want  of  convenience.  But  fuppofe  "tis 
fo  as  they  alledg,  doubtlefs  every  man  may  and  ought 
toufe  all  lawful  means  for  his  own  fubfiftence?  and  do 
not  our  adverfaries  fay  they  are  inforced  to  it,  affirm¬ 
ing  that  unlefs  they  give  Medicines  of  themfelves, 
their  acquaintance  will  go  to  another  Apothecary  who 
will  do  it ,  though  one  of  their  Company  told  me, 
they  had  power  by  their  Charter  to  reftrain  pra£tice> 
Whence  (if  true}  it  clearly  follows  that  the  whole 
Company  allows  it. 

But  thofe  Phyficians  ,  that  for  the  reafons  above* 
cannot  nor  will  not  take  this  courfe,  are  to  be  ad- 
monifhed,  to  do  here  as  the  Phyficians  did  in  France , 
for  the  good  of  people,  viz.  to  tell  their  Patients  the 
prices  of  Medicines,  and  to  write  their  Bills  in  Eng- 


Sift,  that  thereby  the  Patients  may  not  pay  too  unrea¬ 
sonable  for  them. 

I  now  conclude,  having  performed  this  ungrateful 
talk  with  as  much  brevity,  mildnefs  of  Spirit,  and  lan¬ 
guage  ,  as  the  bufinefs  would  permit  (and  what  the 
prudent  Statutes  of  our  College  require  of  each  of  their 
members,  thatwefhall  byallhonefi:  and  lawful  ways 
and  means  profecute  all  illiterate  Mountebanks  and  im- 
poftors,dhc.and  is  no  more  then  the  Laws  and  Charters 
granted  to  us  allow,  and  what  we  twice  faithfully  pro- 
mife  (as  much  an  Oath  as  we  can  give)  viz.  at  our  ad- 
miffion  as  Candidate  and  as  Fellow)  being  obliged  to 
another  work  of  greater  difficulty,  and  concern,  long 
fince  promifed,  having  been  too  long  diverted  with  fit¬ 
ting  my  felf  for  my  intended  praftice,and  feveral  other 
unavoidable  Occafions. 

*  ' 
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REader,  There  intervening  fo  (mail  a  (pace  from 
the  publication  of  the  firft  Edition  of  thefe 
Papers  to  this  fecond  3  I  thought  to  have  ad¬ 
ded  nothing  to  it,  but  to  have  put  it  out  only  more 
correct.,  as  the  Title  intimates  3  but  fince  fome  Sheets 
were  printed  offj  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  fome  exceptions  taken  to  them,  which  be¬ 
ing  but  few,  I  (hall  give  the  Objeftors  full  fatisfaftion 
in.  Though  one  anfwer  might  ferve  for  all  3  viz.  that 
an  Apothecary  in  the  prefence  of  two  Thyfitcians ,  faid, 
that  he  had  told  me  of  all  thefe  Cheats,anH  indeed  they 
are  fo  common,  that  whofoever  (hall  be  converlant 
with  them,  may  obferve  mod  of  thefe  to  be  a  great 
part  of  their  difcourfe.  The  Firft  exception  againft 
Myrtle-leafs ,  that  they  were  not  (hewed  the  Confers 
Tot  Sena^  a  Binder  for  a  Purger  3  the  time  I  have 
forgot  5  the  Cenfirs  then  were,  Sir  George  Ent,  Dr. 
Goddard ,  Dr.  King ,  and  my  Self  3  the  places,  Tut-hill- 
jtreet ,  and  fome  Shops  in  King-jlreet  3  Mr.  shellberry 
being  then  Mafter  of  the  Company.  Secondly ,  As 
for  Mufirooms  rubbed  over  with  Chalk  for  Agaric  5 
this  was  found  by  the  Cenfors  in  the  Oid-Baily  ,  at  the 
Shop  of  one  now  dead,  and  therefore  I  (hall  (ay  no 
further  of  it,  it  being  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Evelyn , 
as^is intimated  before.  p.S.A  Third  is Diafcordium  made 
of  Honey  and  Bole-Armeniac,  this  was  difcovered  in  a 
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Shop  at  the  end  of  Drury -lane  near  Holborn ,  conclu¬ 
ded  to  be  fo  by  Sir  George  Ext ,  My  self,  and  Mr.  Rich- 
ardfon  then  Mafter  of  the  Company,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Cevfers  and  Wardens,  eafily  to  be  remembred,  and 
was  by  them  taken  away  to  their  Hall  3  a  pound 
whereof  I  had,  dnd  by  difi'olution  found  it  to  be  no 
otherwife;  what  the  Apothecaries  did  with  the  large 
Pot  of  the  remainder  I  know  not.  Belides  thefe,  I 
have  heard  no  exception  to  the  whole  concerning 
frauds. 

Now  fince  the  Cheaters  with  the  Cheatees,  moft 
infift  on  the  ob  jediion  of  Poyfon  5  I  add  to  what  hath 
been  formerly  faid,  that  Poyfons  are  not  neceflarily 
to  be  given  in  Medicines  alone,  but  may  be  given  in 
Broaths,  Beer,  or  any  other  thing  taken  into  the  Body, 
and  that  without  the  confultation  or  knowledg  of  any 
Phyfician,  andfurelyif  any  one  had  a  mind  to  Poyfon 
his  Relations  (an  Adtion  abominable  to  the  Englilh 
Nation)  he  would  rather  Adi:  privately  himfelf,  ha¬ 
ving  many  opportunities  offered  to  him,  rather  then 
by  communicating  it  to  others,  making  himfelf  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  their  difcovery.  But  if  he  fhould  communi¬ 
cate  to  others,  'tis  more  probable  he  would  commu¬ 
nicate  it  to  meaner,  and  more  Mercenary  perfons ,  as 
Apothecaries  and  Nurfes,  at  a  fmaller  rate  and  with 
more  lecurity,  then  reveal  fuch  fecrets  to  Phyficians , 
Men  of  Honour,  and  Honefty.  Furthermore,  if  any 
mans  life  befufpediedto  betaken  away  with  Poyfon, 
and  by  opening  the  body  it  fhould  appear  lo  (and 
without  which  it  cannot  well  appear)  the  Phyfician  is 
doubtlels  as  lyable  to  the  Law  as  any  other  perfbn 
whatfoever.  So  that  the  Patient  hath  as  much  moral 
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fecuritv  from  this  mifchief,  as  poffibly  can  be  had,  or 
wiffaed  in  humane  affairs.  Nay  fuppofe  the  vhyQcian 
might  be  fo  corrupted  (as  to  take  away  his  Patients 
life)  he  might  effeft  it  without  the  lead:  fufpition  5 
either  by  negle&ing,  or  omitting  what  was  neceffary, 
or  by  giving  him  unproper  Medicines.,  for  which  he 
could  be  accufed  of  ignorance  or  errour  only  5  be- 
fides^  if  he  had  a  mind  topoyffm,  he  as  well  as  others, 
aftiftantsof  Vifitors,  might  do  it  fecurely  enough,  by 
conveying  into  a  Angular  Cordial,  or  any  Medicine 
made  by  the  Shops,  and  often  taken  by  the  Patient 
before  with  good  fuccefs,  a  mortal  dofe  without  any 
knowledg  or  furmife  of  any  fuch  horrid  praftice. 
Add  hereunto  what  an  able  Chirnrgeon  fuggefted, 
that  Apothecaries  taking  upon  them  the  wrapping  up, 
and  Embalming  of  Bodies  (whereby  they  gain  more 
money  then  by  feveral  years  practice  upon  them  5  for 
their  embalming  amounts  to  very  great  fums)  may 
upon  better  realon  be  fufpe&ed  of  poyfoning  then 
any  other  perfons  whatfoever  converfant  among  the 
Ack^  fincebotha  particular  intereft  and  convenience 
of  concealing  may  induce  them  to  it.  Laftly,  did 
this  Ob jeftion  carry  any  weight  in  it,  then  neither 
phy(tcians ,  Chirurgeons  ,  Apothecaries ,  Nnrjes ,  nor 
Friends,  might  adminifter  to  the  fick}  becaufe  all 
thefe,  as  well  as  Thyficians ,  may  clandeftinely  poyfon 
their  Relations.  And  therefore  that  an  Objection 
fhould  be  raifed  by  fuch  perfons  that  have  more  op¬ 
portunities  and  advantage  (m  a  thing  never  proved 
to  be  done,  becaufe  kis  poffible  onlyj  to  hinder 
fomanifeftand  publick  a  profit  as  hath  been  proved  3 
appears  to  be  very  weak  and  abfurd. 
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And  having  done  with  the  Objections  made  to 
others,  andtomyfelf  alfo  by  fome  of  the  Company, 
with  whom  I  have  conyerfed,  who  hufFd  exceedingly 
at  my  firft  difcourfe  with  them  ,  but  departed  (feera- 
ingly  at  leaftj  well  fatisfied  ,  I  am  fure  fully  and 
without  reply  anfwered,  and  with  addition  of  many 
other  Cheats  befides,  which  I  (hall  not  here  mention 
for  the  reafons  above  (pecified  :  I  (hall  here  tranfcribe 
one  gratulatory  Letter  amongft  many  fent  me  by  a 
Divine  well  known  in  Phyfic,  being  very  compre- 
henfive  of  moftlhave  faid,  to  the  end  the  Univer- 
fities  and  all  learned  men  may  fee  what  is  like  to  be¬ 
come  of  one  of  the  three  of  their  noble  profeffions  : 
The  words  of  the  Letter  are  thefe. 

cc  Your  defign  all  ingenious  per fons  approve  highly, 
cc  to  whom  I  have  communicated  it.  JTis  frequent 
cc  with  a  Matter  Apothecary  that  hath  ferved  but  2,  or 
cc  3  years,  nay  fome  fcarce  one,  to  take  Apprentices 
€C  for  as  little,  or  lefs  time,  with  a  little  more  money 
ccthen  ordinarily  5  and  prefently  they  affume  the 
cc  Title  of  Do&ors ,  though  they  underftand  no  more 
ccthen  only  to  write  to  a  whole-fale  Apothecary  in 
«c  your  City.  And  truly  their  couzenages  here  in  the 
cc  Country  do  exceed  thofe  in  the  City.  For  I  have 
cc  known  2  s.  6d.  taken  for  a  little  Platter  of  Galba - 
«  nnm ,  and  it  is  ufual  to  make  one  pe&oral  Syrup  ferve 
cc  for  all?  as  having  occafion  to  enquire  for  Syrup  of 
ccJujubs,  one  of  them  ingenuoufly  confeffed  ( not 
cc  knowing  what  Jujubs  werej  that  he  ufed  one  pe&o- 
ccral  Syrup  for  all,  a  little  varying  the  colour  fome- 
cc  times,  and  this  a  peculiar  receipt  of  his  own,  fome- 
<c  thing  differing  from  any  in  the  Difpenfatory. 
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As  for  their  oppofition  alfo  in  the  Country  ,  take 
this  one  Example.  An  eminent  Phyfician  of  Glou - 
cejier  by  reafon  of  the  Apothecaries  Frauds ,  &c . 
betook  himfelf  to  make  his  own  Medicines,  taking 
for  his  Servant  one  that  was  not  a  Freeman  of  the 
faid  City.  Who  in  his  Mafters  abfence,  and  contrary 
to  his  command  ,  fold  to  an  Apothecary  a  Medicine 
nottobehad,  or  at  lead:  pretended  not  to  be  had  in 
the  T own,for  a  molt  urgent  and  neceffary  ufe}  where¬ 
upon  the  Apothecaries  conlpiring  together,  exhibited 
a  complaint  to  the  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  re¬ 
quiring  of  them,  that  the  faid  Phyfician  fwho  was  a 
Freeman,  and  had  lately  born  the  Office  of  Mayor) 
might  be  dif-franchifed.  Which  being  not  granted 
them,  they  fet  the  whole  City  into  fuch  diforder ,  that 
they  refufed  to  attend  the  Mayor  on  a  Solemn  day  (as 
their  Cuftomis,andareboundtodo)  with  their  Flags 
from  their  Town-Hall  to  the  Church,  which  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  the  Magiftrates  for  the  prefent  qualifi¬ 
ed.  This  relation  I  had  from  the  then  Mayor 
my  Kinfman,  in  the  prefence  of  a  London  Apo¬ 
thecary . 

Next  as  to  the  Lyes  and  Scandals  of  my  felf,  I 
(hall  take  notice  only  of  thofe  that  concern  praftice 
(the  reft  being  but  generally  falfe  and  non-fenfical 
revilings.)  One  is ,  that  they  moft  untruly  entitle 
me  to  have  been  Phyfician  to  the  Lady  Anderfen ,  and 
many  others  which  I  never  faw  or  heard  of 5  and 
that  I  foon  difpatched  them.  Another  wherewith 
they  make  great  noife,  is,  of  one  Mr.  staples  in  O- 
vent-Garden ,  whom  they  fay  alfo  I  difpatched  in  few 
days.  The  true  relation  whereof  was  this.  An  able 
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Phyficiano f  the  College  had  him  in  hand  for  the  Jaun¬ 
dice,  about  two  Months  before  I  was  called,  where¬ 
upon  we  confultedand  writ  a  note  to  the  Apothecary  ; 
a  week  after  the  confutation  I  was  fent  for,  and 
defired  to  take  care  of  him  alone  5  he  was  then,  be- 
(ides  the  'jaundice,  troubled  with  continual  Torments 
in  his  Bowels,  which  were  as  hard  as  a  Board  fas 
they  fay)  his  Stomach  gone ,  his  nights  reftlefs,  a 
vehement  Cough  joyned  with  a  Heftick  Fever,  ha¬ 
ving  long  before  had  an  ill  Habit  of  Body. 
In  this  Cafe  I  found  him,  and  in  a  Months  time  or 
thereabouts,  I  cured  his  Jaundice^  relieved  his  Tor¬ 
ments,  removed  the  hardnefs  of  his  Bowels ,  miti¬ 
gated  his  Cough,  but  the  He&ick  Fever  continuing  he 
declined  ;  at  length  another  Phyfician  was  called  in, 
who  canwitnefsthe  truth  of  what  was  done,  and  up¬ 
on  the  whole  we  had  good  reafon  to  think  his  Liver 
to  be  Apoftemated.  After  which  confultation  he 
had  no  more  of  me ,  telling  me  he  would  rely  on 
Kitchin  Phy  fic,  and  after  that  I  never  faw  him.  Now 
this  beingthe  only  relation  I  have  heard  in  this  kind, 
I  have  been  the  larger  to  recite  it,  that  thereby  the 
Reader  may  take  an  eftimate  of  their  dealing  with 
me  in  the  like  reports.  The  like  or  worfe,  fome  of 
them  have  laid  of  other  Phyjiciam ,  which  perhaps 
hereafter  fhall  be  more  fully  related  with  all  the  Cir- 
cumftances. 

As  for  their  malicious  anger,  and  difadvantageous 
to  themfelves,  take  this  one  example;  I  having  pre¬ 
ferred  a  Plafter  for  the  Head,  an  Apothecary  would 
not  make  it,  becaufe  preferibed  by  me ;  and  I  have 
been  informed  that  many  of  them  agreed  they  would 
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make  nothing  for  fuch  Phyficians  as  made  their  own 
Medicines}  a  poor  and  pitiful  revenge,  to  their  own 
lofs  and  difcredit. 

Another  Scandal  is,  the  fewnefs  of  my  Medicines, 
sTistruemy  Clofet  is  not  open  to  every  bodies  Eye, 
nor  have  I  fo  many  and  large  Pots  and  Glafles,  or  fill’d 
with  as  good  as  nothings  or  the  fame  Medicine,  in  fe- 
veral  with  different  Titles,  neither  are  any  of  mine 
guilded  to  make  afhew  with}  yet  I  dare  ofier  to  view 
with  the  bed  of  their  Shops,  for  number  of  good  and 
really  ufeful  Medicines  fit  to  anfwer  prefently  any 
Phyficians  intentions,  for  internal  remedies.  And  this 
willbeattefcedby  fomeof  my  learned  Collegues ,  who 
have  feen  and  perufed  them.  Whereas  the  Shops 
contain  only  fome  general  Medicines,  whereof  few 
Angle  Thyficians  make  ufe  of  one  quarter  in  their 
pradice,  and  upon  molt  particular  cafes  are  compelfd 
to  prefcribe  what  is  not  readily  difpenfed  in  the  Shops, 
Others  infinuate  my  leldom  change  of  Medicines.  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  where  all  circumftances  are  the 
fame,  and  a  good  fuccefs  follows }  I  neither  do,  nor 
will  much  vary,  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  World  to  be 
done,  both  to  colour  and  taft.  For  fuch  changes  (ne- 
eeflary  to  be  ufed  in  Shop-pradice)  without  manifeft 
reafon,  clog  a  Patients  Purfe  and  Stomach,  may  not 
fuitwith  the  Patients  Difeafe  nor  Conftitution.  And 
doubtlefs  every  ThyficUn  writes  at  firft  what  he  con¬ 
ceives  moft  fit,  and  proper  in  the  Cafe  propofed}  and 
if  this  agrees  fully  to  his  expedation,  runs  fome  ha¬ 
zard  in  the  alteration,  which  he  is  neceflitated  to  do 
in  the  Shop-way,  for  manyreafons  before-mentioned. 
Befides,  whofcruplestotake  the  Medicinal  Waters  of 
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EpfoM>Barnet)  andTunbridge,  many  weeks  together? 
or  who  refufeth  a  conftant  unalter’d  Diet-Drink  for 
fome  Months,  or  Years  together  .<?  And  do  not  Apo¬ 
thecaries  in  all  Difeafes  of  the  Lungs ,  fly  to  their 
pedoral  decoftion  for  all  perfbns,andfor  the  fame  per- 
fon  at  all  times,  unlefs  perhaps  with  the  addition  of  a 
little  China  to  it? 

Some  Patients  of  the  middle  rank  have  by  thefe 
and  fuchlike  Artifices  been  drawn  from  me,  but  have 
foon  returned,  being  undeceived  by  the  fulfbmnefs, 
charge,  and  the  non-fuccefsof  the  Shops. 

Now  thefe  things  I  have  here  publilhed  to  this  end 
alone,  that  both  Phyftcian  and  Patient  may  take  no¬ 
tice  of  them  5  the  former  to  negledt  and  flight  fuch 
poor  Calumnies,  and  the  other  to  avoid  theinconve- 
niencies  thence  arifing. 

The  care  I  had  not  to  injure  any  particular  perfon, 
by  naming  him  in  my  fir  ft  Edition,  or  this  ( although 
I  had  fo  many  witneffes  of  credit,  as  appears  by  the 
Poftfcript,  to  juftifie  any  thing  they  can  objeft  againfl) 
makes  me  hope  they  will  leave  off  their  perfonal  ani- 
mofities,  or  redrefs  their  Crimes,  their  Vanity  of 
threatning  me  with  20000/.  Aftions,  and  affrighting 
my  publifhing  this ,  together  with  my  further  pro¬ 
ceedings,  by  their  intended  affaults  and  batteries  5 
which  make  them  appear  fo  ridiculous,  that  I  fmile 
at  thefirft,  and  pardon  the  Lift,  wifhing  them  tocon- 
fider  ferioufly  how  the  expectation  fome  have  of  what 
they  can  fay  for  themfelves,  together  with  the  ne- 
ceffity  that  obliges  them  to  it  fif  poffible )  were 
enough  one  would  think,  befides  their  many  large 
brags  of  a  fpeedy  and  fall  anfwer  ( which  they  have  a 
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long  time  buzzed  about  the  Town  as  aprefent  remedy 
in  this  exigence^  this  I  fay  were  ’enough  to  make 
any  man  conclude  them  guilty  ,  but  "tis  hoped  this 
Edition  will  either  work  in  them  an  amendment,  or 
bury  their  confident  prefumptions,'  leaving  no  man  a 
belief  of  their  innocency.  If  their  promifed  anfwer 
be  any  thing  elfe  but  Libelling,  or  a  Ballad  without 
rhime  or  reafon,  ftuft  with  falfities  and  revilings,  fuch 
as  was  only  given  to  Dr.  Coxes  Book  5 1  (hall  return  it 
a  fpeedy  and  full  anfwer,  and  with  an  addition  of 
far  greater  Frauds  and  Abufes,  if  they  therein  de¬ 
fire  it. 

Feb.  20  g. 

Hatton-Garden. 


PAg.  35.I.6.  read  rhyftcian^  pag.  67. 1. 1 2.  read  then 
to  truft. 
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